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Re i JOHN L# Lir*»TS| ET AL 


In 






do not believe the NLRB election held on Febr^ry 
'21, 1941 at Springfield was fair, ifeny men had a^eaoy 
been signed up by Uir.7 due to be'-tings and intimidations 
and through fear of losing their jobs. Therefore, 
the elc'rt'on was not a free expression of their desires. 



'■•The only time I ^ui^or^i 

said that 1 


the early parh'oT J-anlarJ, 1941^ ~I was' ir ' the ^ ^ orgoni- , 

c-me up to me and asked me if I wanted to wear a Ulf7 bulfW^ 


did not. No threats were used on this occasion. 

„j careful'’ V read -nr’ i.jll' u.:derstand ths fi'^e and ona half 

of thirst-t^men-. ’.'hich oont-vn-i th truth to the ’cest of my knowledge, 
to'ihrcfts or pr;»I«o-s tev. bion m,ce V' ■:u^uo8 no to pi -e this ststsment. 



P*'*" . 


".'Atnesse-d; 

\B.I. 

^pecTaD^Agen^^ F . B.' I . ” 
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Re; JOf« L. LSi'lS, ST AL. 


i»-? 






j.nsvi'crC'ui ax 


niiQois, -yras 

jointly i 2 ;tcrvie\Tud by Si>ecial jVgents 

n September 3j ^943 — 

,ringfield, Illinois. He vras cooperative ano rca 
Questions. He executed the lolloiTing witten statemeait , 



"Springfield, Illinois 

Septenbor 3, 1943 



:• ,^u|fl||||HI||||||||H||B:i^ I first joined a nine 

union. of ;j.»rica that 'iTill 

bo referred to hereinafter as the JU*. I rrorked mines 

under the UlL. before I started at ‘jh.ne * 3 about ."hen 

I started uorkijig at nine *3' vrjuer the TJIif. 


"I last worked at line *3' about J\JBie 1, 1942. I rroi^tod 
at line *3t from 1926 until ?1ay, 1937 vhon the nine went on 

3' \7cnt on strike I got a job 
.uid i liad a job until about 
at 13 nc '3' in January, 1942 

and left there about June 1, 1942. 



"I signed up with UU" when I returned to line 'B' in 
January, 1942. 

"I never held an office in any mino union. 


"I was alvmiTS a di .;g ,r at line '3'. I attended sever^ 
union meetings while I ms employed at line *3' both before the 
nin-e closed down and after 1 returned to work there ^ 19^. I 
attended both the Ull. ai-d Progressive liinc horkers of -un^ca 
meetings the latter of which will bo referred to hereanaftor as 

the Pbtfc. 


"I took no active part in organizing the PIi». in September, 

1942. 
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Rc: JO® L, LS/IS, ET i^. 


\>1c^ Ja-li 



«I think relations between Elshoff and Ftik 


from 1932 to 1937 were good^xceptthat Elshoff 
would not (to business 

during that period# 


1932 to 1937. aS far as circulation of literature is concerned I only 
remember that on the day of the first IM.R.d, election in December, 1937 
U:r. men handed out litee-atoro r'A. members as they v/alked do^m the Stroei 
to the arsenal where they wore gein” r.o vote. I do remember that this 
literature was to try to get the Fli^ men to vote for the Ulit. 

•*I did not recognise any of these men who passed out the 

literature, but I think they v/erc from another Dlf,/ local organization. 


1937s Cudge Bumgarner, Joc j,lbanose, **ncircw Scin*clevious , Dominic 
Paequale, Pete Carter, Frank ^iUStin, Tony Plotch, John (Cotton) jjianias, 
John Sirtout, George Jacavray, Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, and 
James Hale. 


strike started in Hay, 1937, except I heard they approached PM* members 
to get them to join infj. It is my recollection that this was not done 
at the mine, but at the miners' hones after working hours, Ho'.'Tcvcr, on 
several occasions at the nine I saw soise of these men call PIU nenbers 
off to one side and talk to then. Thc.re were generally tvra or three 
ULj“ sympathizers together when they talked to the men. I was never 
approached by tho un'« men on this matter, 

"I knew Oscar Falcetti well, but he never indicated he would 
rather sec UM-' in the mino rather than the Pit*. 


and he told H(3'7wice7~^cT5rc tlic strike- started, that he wont to sc-vural 
j^rties at Elshoff 's office at the mine after working hours. Elshoff gave 
the parties,' 


I think El 
not accept 
this period* 



'’The' Pli* nemb.rs appeared to b; satisifed with their leaders 



,0 the 


in that union, I felt thou 1 was bu: n/; tr,-atcd fairly by 
Pit* leaders. 


"I never saw or heard of a pi .kot line at line *B’ from 


"I knew the following men who were working at 1-S.ne 'B' in 


"I did not know of the aotxvatics of these men before tho 


"George Taylor was an engineer at Mine 'S' at that time 


-225- 



c 


( 



Rs : L* LLi>/lSf KT 

”I did not knovf about the Tra^c scale controversy 
or -what action was taken by PHt leaders with Elshoff 
or of any activities of the nen naiaod above in this 



(Continued) 


stateoent in regard to this coi^troversy. 

\ 

”1 did net attend the Pll» Electing on ’.lay 11, 

hear about the meotirig mtil after that nxght. i knew the Plli expelled 
sor:>e miners from the PHi, itll of the miners knew of this by word of 




I did not 


mouth. 


"I remember that coal car-, were sVr’rted on ’f'.f’- 12. 1937. I 
did not short my cars, I'ecausc I didrjt^^^th^jfor^Ji^^ypar^of 
mine to do this, I vrorked in Box 

*»I helps d picket liirc for about ten days. I signed no 
petitions of any kin'l . 


"I ra.d not ge to the rnine on ary of the days it tried to open, 
I wanted to Keep away from any possible trouble. 


"Taking into consideration the leadership of both unions ^ 
woxdd have rather, both then and now, be a member of the Hit.. 

"I have read this statement consisting of three and one half 
pages and liave initialed each of the foregoing pages arid it is true and 
correct to the best of iTC knowledge and belief, 

/S/ 




Special Agent F.B.I. 
Special gent F.B.I.* 
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He: JCHN L. LET.TS, ET AL 


JL? '7 ^ ^ ^ 



concernini;;; activities a 
raent : 


t 


"Sprir-efield, Illinois 
Septeraber 7, 1943 



the Fede^^Bu^u of Ln^sS^^nTuT S department of Justice. 


vns on xne riun picr^ei- j-Aiie a j.vt. 

when it attempted to re-open prior to November, 1939. I went back to 
fcork at i*^ine B in November 1939 as a member of the PiiA, which I will refer 
■to as the Progressive Uine Workers of America, and I worked there nntil 
/February 6, 1941 when I quit. I have remained a member of the m from 
< 1932 to the present time* 


**I took no active part in the formation of PMA. I attended most 
of the union meetings when I was a member of UKST and the some applies 
when I was a member of Pl£A. 

"I volimtarily joined the PHA in September, 1932 as I was tired 
of the tIKT leadership and I was not in favor of the reduction in the wage 


I do not think Elshoff w-s pleased vrith the PM from the start in 1932, and 
as time went on he appeared to favor the UlfT more strongly- I did not deal 
with Elshoff personally and have no specific facts to support this opinion. 



«From f|Bt|[|||||||||H||Mp worked in different mines in the 



scale. 


"Prior to 1932, Elshoff seemed to got along well with the UOT. 
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Rei jmi L. et al 



The PUA rank and file were satisfied with the PMA 
officials. This rras a good tmion and to my knowled^TS, 
na fraud existed on the part of the officials of PUA. 


’'In May, 1937 several men in the mine were af*gitating for DMIV at 
Mine B. There were four or five of these men but I don't recall their names. 
N.,ne of thorn over contacted me. I felt that these men should be expelled 
frora the union and feel that the rank and file miners felt the same way. I 
did not attend the PMA meeting of May 11, 1937. I signed the PMA petition 
of liay 26, 1937 to show that I was a member of PMA. I do not recall signing 
any other petition in 1937* 


”0n May 12, 1937 I worked the Tdnle day in Box] 

I neven knew that short cars '.vere loaded u;-'til after v/ork tf 
do not recall why they v;ere shorted. 


"I was not fanlliar 'vith the wage scale controversy in 1937 between 
Elshoff and the FlIA and had no understanding of it. 


"I voted in the NLRB alocti^n of December I 5 , 1937. I think this 
was a fair election and presented a true picture of the feelings of the 
miners in Mine B at that time* 

"After I went' back to work v^en this mine re-opened In November, 

1939, 'I w's not contacted by any UlTV org'>’"d 70rs, but in 1940, Cotton Ananias 
approached me in the mine and a sked me to join the UM7. I declined. Ife 
did not use any throats. Also in 1940, two IDIif' ncasber^caneton^ home 
and asked me to join the ULf>r. One of these men was ^m|[||||||mB ^ declined. 
Ho threats were made to me* 


"I understand a member of the UlT.i, an organizer, spent a good deal 
of tine at Elshoff ’5 office and that he was friendly with him. "This was 
unusual for men, not on union comnittec-s to do and I felt Elshoff preferred 
the Wit?- I am unable to state from my own knowledge actual incidents show- 
ing the relations between Elshoff and the UMiT or the Ulf.V organizers. 


"I have carefully read this statement consisting of two' and one 
half pages and it contains the truth to the best of my knowledge. 
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as he v;.^s a neTf man 
was rat ha r limited 





T.'3S intervieT/ed 

by Special Agent s^HH||H||H||||H 
at which time he state^Tha^nasmCn 
information relative to instant case 


rvaa x.-,bii.;i Hot speak good English and has difficulty 

comi‘'rehea'^inr 3 questions put~to him relative to the facts of instant case. 
It is not believed that he woiild make a good witness to testify in instant 
C3se. 


W ..V T _ i- W aw-f ^ rt 4- rt rr\^ wV» I 

iS i.Uli/U LK;JJL?Vii o wo — 


fT>\. 


executed at the time of this interview: 




Agents of th; 

^ £ 


»Seot 4 . 1943 

HIB' 

make the folio; in £ vol;intary statement to __ 

?tu of -ehom have idertified themselves as being 

!aral ra;rcgu of Inveotigition. No threats or promise; 


specia 

have b--en made to ij.Juie r.iC to na;:c any staueriient. 



I came to the U. S. in 



never held any office in any union. I :ui Illinois when the bLiA was 
formed in 1932 and I joined the P!iA at tk-t time. I never had any complaints. 
to make about PliA and I felt it was a good union, I didn't have anything 
to do with the forming of the P^IA, I started work at Mine B in 1936 and 
everyone seemed to be satisfied with PliA. I an still working at Mine B. 


'*! had never been asked to join the TJ.If.T.. up to the time- of the 
strike. I remember that there was some argument about the new contract 
which was to be signed fay the compan/ in the spri'ng of 1937* Our board 
said a contract was to be signed, making it retroactive, but the company 
said they didn't owe us any back pay. A lot of the men were arguing about 
the new contract, but I don’t know any of the -details of the contract. 

’'I ;w\s ^nev^ian at the nine and didn't know all of the men, and 
since I lived in|[|||||||| didn't go to many of the meetings, I heard that 
12 men were kicked out of the RIA union, because they thought they were 
working for united . I don’t knovf the names of any of those men though* 

"I recall that on the day of the strike I was working in box^ 
as a digger. I went to work that day as usual and I reiaember that our union 
men didn't w^nt the 12 men to work, but the company said they were supposed 
to go to work. Ve all went to work and I heard that some of the 12 men also 
wont to work. TThen I heard that the rest of the men were sending up short 
loads, I also sent up sotoe short loads. T^Te were called out of the mine 
about one half an hour before quitting time. We were sending up short loads 
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL 







hn£> 


in proteat ag?,lnst the inen 'working that yre didn't 'want to 

+ Hp f\n fttiH Ire 




+ X Via a E 

^ **WS** ^ 


and ve came on home* Nobody had ever throatened ibb or trted 
to get me to Join United before the strike. 


"Sonie time after the strike I signed some kind of a petition for 
Prorressive. I don't know rtiether I signed it at my house or when I was 
at the Union hall. ^ remember that they tried to open the mine in Sept, 
of 1937, but I didn't go out to the mine until a few days later when I Started 
on the picket line. 


•*I stayed on the picket line of:’ aiid on until about the First 
of December 1937. I was hone the da/ the -larshal came v/ilh the injunction, 
YiTiile I was on the picket line I carat; homo ^ite often to rest and clean 
up. Nobody ever told ne that I couldn't coras hox'. 

"I voted in 7,’LRB election in Dae of 1937. met at the union 

hall and then' walked Vo the Armory in snail groups. Everything was quiet 
4’ViriV'i'm laiciTr-o inr\ -^7 jr'vt: tt Vvinv nf. T didn't fq near the mine again 

until the nine opened in Nov, oi x939- 

"I went to work in my old spet as soon as the mine was opened.' I 
was still a member of jgrogressive and stayed a member until about June of 
1940. I joined the U.IhV.'. the sa me month- I remember that sometime before 

I joined the U.I4.7., ^HH||||[|H to ra;' house with another nan and he 

said he wanted me to Ha didn't threaten roe and acted nice 

v 7 hile he was at the house, VThen I saw the rest of the men were all joining 

United 1 decided to sign up vdeh united. I signed up because I wanted to 

be sure I'd hold my job & I wanted to be w'th the majority. I was never 
threatened or beaten up by anyone. 


"I have read over this ontii-e statement cf four pages and wish to 
state it is true to the best of my loeraoxy. 


A/ 




^ Special Agents, F.B.I. 
’ U.S, Dept^ of Justice" 
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RE: JCHK L. LEI.'-IS, ET AL 





IV Special 


pt 

Spring- 


field, Illinois. He appeared willing to ansvicr the questions propounded to 
hin and furnished the following signed statenent. He. stated that he would 
■Willi nr'l;- - to the facts set forth in this statement: 






in:., contract. 

"The onl;,- union office I have ever held -was at liinc ^ "when I was 
elected by the i:"rogrcssivo I^n^^orhcr^o^jner^t^TTh^l^fl^^^^jefe^Dd 

to K.I., V^IIIIIIIIIIIIIPIIillllBMlIlililllllll^ 

that Jiiiio tvas working undor^ 


"I think relations between ^^Ishoff and Ujr prior to 1932 ware: good. 
I did not take an active part in th^- organization of Local #54 of the PHiV 
in Soptenber, 1932. 

"In Septenbor, 1932 I joined the PI'A and licft the UU' at 'lline B 
because UlT tried to force us to accept a lov/cr wage scale. I kncfvi of no 
dissatisfaction in the rank and file of UK7 at Mine B, prior to 1932. I 
voluntarily joined the ?IL. for tho above mentioned reason. 


"S.;..:’ingfield, Illinois 
September 5i 1943 
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RE! JOHN L. LET. IS, ET ;j- 


y ? 




’.ITI 


♦’The relations botvjoen Elshoff and Local #54 of H-X 
betv?een 1932 and 193'? as far as I raaenbor. 

' continu'l^^^^^ , , , . , , 

”Tho PILi rank and file mere satisfied yith thoix^leaders 

and even after losing a years work after the strike started^in Hay, 175'? I 
believe the .’:nk and file lainers were sti].l satisfied "with Flit. 



'♦I kner.’; the following non who Tnere all working at Hine ^ prior to^ 
thj closin-’ dovn of that uine in It-.y, ' 1937! Jee i.lbenese, Andrew Schrelcvioes, 
Doninic Fasquale, Peto Carter, Frank •♦‘ustin, ^ony Plotcji, John (Cotton) 

,.nanias, Bill'^irtout, G-jorgu Jacaway, r-.^ry Jacaway, Charles Bohannon and 
Janos Hale, 

”1 kno'iv of no other lainors who d be i^ut in tiib sane class with 
the abov.: .non who Hi:..' orrr.nizcrs or neeW.zers. I heard fron some 

miners in 1936 or 19. ’ ':hat Ja:-^as Hale vas p^.s^ing out Clf; cards at the nine. 



rona:.-D-.r tnat ovici^nce yas pr^.sentec 

ind i,USTlN v.'C-r.'; guilty of these activities, 

^ other W.' synpathizers 

or £‘^M. gators ucrc axpellod iron i'i,., I ^T”no^^\!ncnt ;r the FT-a» CKJetin.;, hela 
on I by 11, i937, hoivcvor, I may hr.vo boon at this nocting, 

”I do not rf.rKinbKr seeing any coal cars shorted at the tine of the 
strike. I latjr heard the cars loore being shQrted_but_ji_(yj^ not hear the 
roas for this action. 



c 
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RE: JOHN L. LET-TS, ET 


~P ^ 7 0 



sheet, indic^-tin^ he ttauld not recognize the FMt.. This happened soraetine 
between liay 22nd and June 30* 1937* 


"I -was not acquainted with the scale controversy, 

"I sif^ned the petition of May 26, 1337. The petition was 
placed on a table out near the mine and anyone who wanted to aicn walked up 
to the taole and signed voluntarily, 

"I signed another Pllt petiti-jr., I recall, just before the mins 
atteupted to rc-open in S jpt amber, 1937. I si^od this petition at the FH, 
headquarters at 6th r.nd vieshington streets, Springfield, 111, It was just 
like the petition of il'';, 26, 1337 and for the same purpose, that is to show 
the liinc operators that PILi had a LUijority. I recall that tliis petition was 
also t;.kcn to some of the roiner's homes, who were working at other jobs at 
this tine and v'ho did not hav-, an apportunit;'- to go to the PI-'A. office in 
Springfield. I do not renom.-.r i-^^oring anj/one say they wanted to go back 
to work at this tine under the conditions as they existed at tluit time. 

"I do not rouenber exactly, but it is my opinion that a district 
board menb^r of ?Iii sponsored this petitio . Regarding this petition a numb“r 
of miners came to me and asked me aiiout this petiition and I told then that 
it was meoiit to determine if the miners still wanted to '-''ork under the Plii, 
and also to determine if Flii still had a majority. I remembor that from 
300 to 400 rdners signed tliis ixjtition. 

“I helped picket mine for ahout three i:seks aft^r the strike started,! 

"I bellev„ notice of the p#.anned oi>cning of the mine on Soptonbar 27, 
1937 was published in the newspapers. I v/ent out to the ni^^^^^morimig. 

I was standing next 
and OSaiR F.XCETTI walkedupt^E^^ 
jTvi Vii T i'i sny od nc^n t-o go to 

work and V||HK said he could get two hundred and fifty ner if FiJjCETTI 
wanted then^^nLlCETTI said he was not reco;pruzing the HL., but that he was 
only recognizing the UIJ.'. CH.JLLES BOfL.h'KOn, who was standing in this 
group, said he was representing Uir..' and that he could furnish thv men to 
work. Only about a dozen nen did go to work, 4t this tine the PMn 
miners left and went home. 



111. uau 


"I do not runcaber the details of the second and thirt attempts to 
o;xjn Mine B. 
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RE; JOHN L. LET .IS, ET .lL 


hi CL^ 


rt^wTE-.j 



”TliG rrane r^j-opr:ne<J on Ilovonb -r 6, 1939 Jind ^ woriced 
Ithereaf tor . 


I -nos not apiaroachod to join 
urr:'r.nd i heard of no thTeat!^^^^l5ncc^^^ of the niners had not rctiirned 
to T?ork \rr this time. 


”I prefer the P!j'.. 


I -would not trant to -nork under the Ulff leadership.^’ 


i 




RE: JOHN L. IZ.1S, ET AL 


ThTEP.y 




S..5ccial 

on Se-^tonbi^r 4» 


jox 
nd 

Ills residence^ 




fact£ 


Springfield, Illinois. Ke willingly ansvierod the questions pro- 
d to hin, and indicated that he would be willing to testify to the 
as sot forth in the following signed statenent fvirnished by him; 


Scpteabcu' 4> 1943 


aake the folloviing volimtar:" statcraent to 
TfliOin X icnc?^s to fco Spoex^X Ai’^cnts of 


of Investigation, U.S. Dopertixant of Justice. 



;^oringficld, 111. I was bom on 
T am oT 'sentl - egolOYod as a 


"The first mine union I joined wa^th^Unitod liine "'or 
referred to hereinafter as the UII..', Illinois in 

ht this time, I was working in the Foaboa^Eine #6, near Springfie. 
Illinois. 





+ Vii- r*”l f\T1 TTaT: 


s a member of FliV I v/orked there until 
12, 1937^ — ^fter that date, I never ■t^ent back or 
attempted to go back to work there although I heard the saine was trying 
to re-open. I felt there would be trouble thorc, so I did not r>.turn to 
work there, oven to get ny tools. 


"Prior to September, 1932, I was working at Peabody line 0S'7, at 
Springfield, Illinois. 13iis mine shut do;vn when the UlfT ballot boxes were 
stolen. I am referring to the ballots submitted in connection with the 
TTagc Scale reduction vote. I voluntarily joined the^FT^A in September,^ 1932 
"When t*hc niiners at* Xeobody lilnB j^57 votcid in l£.vor of ot* thc.'t xoc^« 

I felt that the KIA was a good union and that PUk officials of PlIA well 
represented the miners in that union. 


- 235 - 


RE: 


JDHH L. LE-as, ET AL 





(continuei 


"In 1933 I started working in Mine B as a digger. I 
believe in relations between Elshoff and PMA. at that 
mine were satisfactorj' until about April, 1937. 
Elshoff never made any remarks to ccr knowledge 
'indicating which union, if any he favored. About April, l'?37, tlis follovting 
men working at Uine B tiere reported to be contacting the men at tlieir homes 
and at the mine trying to ret then to Join the Ul^, They did not contact 
no; Andrev; Schrelevi jus, Bominic Pasquale, Fete Carter, Ton' Plotch, Frani: 
Austiii, John A-ianias, John birtout, Charles Bohannon, and James Kale. 


"It was coianon knowledge in the nine that these men wero Ulfl synpa- 
tJiizers or organizers and were active as such in I-Jine B which was a closed 
shop, Piy. nin^. Elshoff and Falcotti never nadc any attempt to stop these 
activities to rc' knovrlodpe. I never sa" these nen distribute literature 
or Uiri applicatior cards. These no?, uc-rj "riendly with Elshoff and 

Falcctti and I sr.v. th.jn in ElEhoff-s offi.'o at the nine quite often before 
I went down in tne T]iis was beicre the nine closed doTO in May 1937. 

At about this time, t.iose men appeared to be more friendly with Elshoff 
than the other miners- It is not the normal thing to see working ndiiers 
in Elshoff* 5 office like this. 


"I attended about one-lialf of tiic union meetings of both the UHd and 
the Plii, when I was a miner at Mine B. I do not recall that I attended the 
Plii meeting of May 11, 1937 when some of the U1T7 sympathizers were expelled 
but I heard about it the next day at the mine by word of mouth. I heard 
Elshoff would not disci^argo these men, and they were still arguing aoout 
it on top when I went do\:n into :,thc mine. I heard some coal cars were 
bein; shorted, but I donH know why. I did not short mine as I had little 
coal at that time. 

"I was not familiar with the det;.ils of the wage scale agreement. Th : 
FIl'. Report indicated that the i-niners were to got some beck ]>ay, but I did 
not know the details or ho\; much the pay was to be. I felt that the UlT- 
siTnpatlT.izcrs should have been expelled and believe the other Pill members 
f It the same way. Jtfter the nine closed in lEiy, 1937, I helped picket 
the <uinc for several weeks, but ^ never attempted to go back to work when 
the mine att .mpted to open. 

"I sign,;d the FliA petition of l^y 26, 1937 to show that I was a mcnbsr 
of Plii, I do not recall signing an;' other petition. As f.ar as I know, there 
was no fraud in the HIRB election on December 15» 1937. I do not raaeaber 
bow I got notice of the election, but I wont to the Arsenal and voted 
with the others and no one tried to influence me in an;' way. Prior to 
the time I left Mine B, no one tried to influence 'le to Join UIF". I did 
not overhear any union organizers talking to other people on this subject 
and I did not observe any fights over this matter. I had no additional in- 
form tiort refurring to Uir. organizers or concerning the wage scale problem. 
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JOHIJ L. LET. .IS, ET AL 


L. ^ 



ne to v.akc this str.teuen 


"I Jtave carefully read and fully understand the 
three and ono— half ®f this statccient and 

it contains the truth to the best of knowledge. 
No threats or promises liave been made to induce 




£>peciax 
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Re; JOHN L. lE^rtS, ET AL 


FITH 


h'icy 

k>'7jD 



Illinois, WPS Inter- 


niinois, by Specie. i Agents] 
sed he did not have a criminA recoi 
ut would not make a good Govemnent 


.provided the followjn.^ statement- 


— ni,, 

September 1943 • 



ke -he following voluntary statement 
•..rrci I knov,- to bo Spe cial Agents of 
the Federal Bureau of xnvestip'tion. i'O J'orr.e, threats or promises have 
been made in att.aiijing this statemeiit and x knoi-' that vihat I may say may 
be used in a court of law, 

”I reside i 1 . and I am employed at the 

I ras enploj'ed atrULne 
!arch 1943. I stopped working at 
”3" because the air in the mine was bod. 




”I started working in coal mines in’ 

which tine I became a cumber of U.'l.lT. In 1932 I changed^om uti=J to I'wv 
because UM'-' lowered the wage scale. 


"BetweenU 
relations with 


and 1932 the management of "S'' were on good 


"Between i932 and iby 12, 1937 the manageiaent 
not attempt to discredit PilA and the manageinent did not 
hostile attitude in settling grievances. 


of Mine "B" did 

4.^ -H 


"I had a good opinion of PIIA until the first part of 1937. In 
1937 Fiir, did not seem to me to be a democratic union as the officials 
of PIIA controled the union and mombors did not have a voice in the operation 
of the union. I considered sorie of the special assessments to be too much 
although I do not knovf anything a tout the financial arran'ements of the 
vsniGSib 


"I took no interest in the bonbing cases. 

"Between 1932 hnd ii-iy 12, 1937 UL7T did not set up a picket lino at 
Mine "B" nor did laTJ distribute any literature at ^ine No one 

attempted to change me from PISA to FH-j* I heard that Piin expelled Joe 
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Re: JOHN L. liTTlS, ET AL 

Albanese, Andreev Schrelevious, Dominic Pasquale, 

Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, John Ananias, 

John Sirtout, Oeorge Jacaway, Staory Jacaway, Charles 
Bohannon and James Hale. I knew all of the above named 
aen but they did not tell me they were expelled from P.h^A* I heard some 
of the officials of HLi n^ke the statement that the above nained men were 
wxp^llod because they were attempting to organize UU.T at Mine ”B*‘ although 
I do not kno'..' irhether the statement made by PLIA officials was true or not. 

”I did not see any Uinv officials with the management of liine pri'^i- 
to Ile.y 12, 1937. 

"In thfj Spring of 1937 the Kli. ■'■"'ntrict with Mine '‘B'‘ expired and 
temporary agreement v^as made vdth l-hna ’-B'' so that any increase in the 
wage scale would have b en retroactive tc the date the contract expired. 

The members of F.iA thought they vnuld get an Inorease in the wage scale. I 
knov; of no trouble at I'inc "F’ during pay day in April. In the spring 
of 1937 the managoirt.-::r 'f. Mine "F’ seemed to want a contract witK K^A to 
increase the wage sealiy. but for some unknorfl'i reason PilA officials would 
not sign a contract. Tne off levels of PMai made statements that the wage 
scale would be increased with retroactive pay. 

•’About Jiiy 12, 1937 I hoard HiA was to have a meeting with the 
manage ment of liLne ”F' about the w ge scale. Instructions were given that 
day by^mUmB to load cool cars shoix and the management would increase 
the v/'g^scaT^^Therc was no sentiment on Hay 12, 1937 to strike at iiine "7” 
About 2:00PHi^jha^2^^37^^^IcGill called a strike at JCine "F*. That 
afternoon Billie node a speech at Mine ”F* at which time 

they state’^tne^?ou^^tra5^in?^r the wage scale was increased. 

••In the sunner of 1937 on tv-;o occasions representatives brought 
gictitions to my home to be signed, naming PIIA as ny barg“ining agent at 
Mine ”3”. I voluntarily signed those petitions, 

"I did not sign a UH7 petition in the s uraner of 1937. 

”I heard that a new ULT.7 local in the summer of 1937 . 


«In Sept, 1937 I was notified by a representative of HIA that 
Mine ”B was to open- On the d ay Iiine was to have opened I went to liine 
^F’ to work, but P;IA refused to work as members of UIT..* vrore allowed to go 
into the mine. I acted as a picket from time to time until an injunction 
was obtained to prevent picketing, I was pleased an injunction was obtained 
as I did not wont to pikeet. The only reason I picketed was because I 
thought I would have been expelled from K.A if I did not picket. No one 
told me I had to picket nor did anyone threaten ne if I did not^ I think 
PIvIA members from iiine s other than Mine "B" were brought to Itine to pickei 



- 239 - 


I 


I 





Re: JOHN L. IIT.TS, ET AL 





"I do not know of an attempt to open Jline *’B” in 
Dec. 1937 or Jan. 1938. 

”1 voted in the NLRB election Dec. 15> 1937 for PUA.. 
So for as I knoiY the election v/ as fair. 



. L 


MIMt 


”In Kov. 1939 I received notice to report ior worK at Mine -o". 
imediately returned to work as an entry driver. I did not soe the results 
of any larrre fires or cave-ins. In the surmer of 1940 I changed from PJ4A 
to Uir.' as i did not think EiA could do as much for me as Ul-IVf. Ro one asked 
rr^ t"> join Ui?.V and I was not threatened if I did not join UI^T. 

"I voted in tha KIRB elect! or, in Feb, 1941 for lHf.7. I consider 
this election a fair election. 


"I ?ns a friend of 
At no time did 



say to me about joining ULi<’«. 


«I have re ,d this sti^ancnt consisting of si:c pages and it is 
true end correct to the best cf iry kn-nvledge. 


Titnessed: 



Special Agent, FBI 
i^cial A ent, F.B.I.** 
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BB: J02i‘I L, Jmc^nflSj £;r al» 
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>?a.s int; 6rv i^wsd st hLs r65i cten 
Illinois, on September 2, 1943 > by Special 





^as born 

L He .^topped TTor^ 




i and 

Illinoie 

IL.-e"^ Jul7 15, 1943. 

Because of these two factors 

He lb uhSrt? tc recall many of the happenings during the pertinent 
period. He advised that he has ne ver been arr ested. The following 
Signed staterTent v'as obtained from 

"Springfield, 111. 

Sept. 2, 1943 

make_the f oll o'.in-.- vc'uitar;'’ statement to 
a 70 I know to be Special 

Agents ol tne J- , ra^jure^^o^I^eor.igation. I rake it 
without fear of tlireat, force or proT'ie of any kind. 


"I wa s bom in 
reside in 



T ^ Tran 

X >TOio u JL rt j^j. jj 


and presently 


S ws Qt>V' T rrCT D T nn 

aji -- 


\:as a nember of the l^ited Kine "^iorkers of America Union* Tx\ 
about 1932 almost otit vhole local vfent over to the Progressive 
!^ine Workers of America, and I joined Piia at this time, I 
joined to keep my Job* but no force of any kind was used to 
make me change* From this time until sonetime in ray 1937, I 
Tforked in liline ”B’* and i/as a and during these five years 

I thought the PlA^ vas an honest union and the officials seemed 
honest to me* I cannot reneiaear whether during tliis time the 
u::^ tried to organize in line "B‘* or -ahether company favored 
either UliV or PliA.. 

^Turing the forming of the Plia I took no part and I have 

Vr.a'l »i v-i rt -T Qv-i l^S rs T A mf ■nm *1 An . 

W*.U..^b-V< VX w**v+-* 

"i)uring this tine betvreen 1932 and 1937 I don ’t remember any- 
thing about any spies. I do not renenber anytliing about any loen 
from PHA being expelled; I don’t believe I attended a PliA. meet- 
ing the night before ife went out on strike. All I renember is on 
one day, i^hich nay be !'ay 12, 1937, at least it vras in ]Jaj 1937> 

I was called out of the mine by one of the PiiA men Tfho said we 
were out and I'e left the nine about tiro o 'clock in the afternoon, 
1 never knew vrhy "vre went out and I cane fight home. I do not 
remenjber hearing any of the rUA men, or anyone else, tell "US 
why we were out. 
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Re; Join L. LE.rrS, ET aL. 


^ P 









l/TTH "I do not rejnenber knowing anything about wage scale 

trouble at that tine. I went to very few noetings 
and because I an hard of hearing, I listened to very 


little that went on. 

"From tliat time on I do not remenber ever being asked to come 
back to v:ork at Hir.e '3' until I got a letter ir llov. of 1939. I renember 
t:Oing back in Sept. 1937, when jdlli. had a picket line at 'line *1* for 
) 5 t t'.vo nontiis . and T tfas in the line about iialf of the tine, only, 



"I do not reincnber ever sigJiing an;/ petitions at all for either 
the FMt. or the Ull./. 

"I remember voting in an elvcoion in about Dec. of 1937 when 
the PUfi won, and no o.io thrcuieued or for'~c:J no in any va.~y — and I 
believe it ivas a lai:- < '.ection- I also rc*mc!'i*'or voting in an election 
about a year or so efuwT the /i'lc '7' epener in 1939 ^t v/hich time 
won. bo one forced :r threaven-.d. me in ary 'u’ay in that election, and 
I think it was a fair election. 

"In about wanted my youngest boy,’ 

work in Ib-ne 'B ' and Osca^ulc^ti said he would give him one 

had to belong to a mion before hr could get the job and the PUa 
;:c^ot let hin in, so he joirjed UjI. and got in the nine. Just about 
that time I noticed most of the men were changing to Uii' so I changed 
to Uh'. too because I was afraid I would be out of a job if I didn't. 

But no one forced or threatened ne in any t.'ay to join Uli / and I never 
Bar; anyone try to organize for V<i at llinc 'B’. I don't remember hear- 
ing of or seeing anyoiie get beat up during tint tine. 

"'.jhen I 'ifent back to v;ork in 1939 I do not remember having 
seen the results of any big fires and i do not know ^^hcthc^ or not there 
had been ai;y. I was told there had been some cave ins and I lost jay- 
tools in one of them, but i never did see any of them. 

"This statement, of four pages has bocn read to nc by Agent 
and it is true and correct to the best of jay knowledge. 



ecial iigent, FBI. 

ccial Ag^nt, F.3.I." 
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HE: JOHN L. IT..TS, ET AL 


iiTTinviE .' T.irri 




o _ 


/ 




The following co 


r» 1 um nf.^ 


VHVMMMI 

it Springfield, Illinois on Septeiaber /, 1943 * 
At hi s rc-si 

Tja^n^JlrDecnarresTo^^^ff^^T^T 



ii aents interviewed 

He advised he 



It wr.s noted that 
o.- 



s rather liard of hearing and ha d difficult y 
uestions and he had to be assisted 



wi tn , . s 5 i .1 ca-iioa 

agents obt..incd fron him the follo-ving signed stetenent: 



Spran.;iiel«, 
Sept. 7 , 1943 



rmeke this free and voluntary stcteneiit to ^ 

who are known to me to be Special Agents~o 3 

eat^^^^ 5 r omises have been made me to give this statement. 


‘■j. was do: 
a citizen about 
U.S. Sc it was in 
started at liino h aoou 
Soring 01 3 l 93^ t I ncivv 
it was at I-Iinc 8 boforj 
came in at lllne 8 j v/a 



TT -C; 

v\J W • w#- a 


-1 ^ 

irst joined U.M.’.’. second yeaffP came to 
; I never have been a union officer, I first 
yec.rs ago and worked tell Mine B closed in 
b"i:cd since. I don’t knorj what kind of a union 
F.ll.i.. car.ie in as one waj siiCie as other, IJhen F.M.A. 
for them but, did not help organize. As far as I 
knov^ thin'/s wont o>.lrif'ht b^.-twG(iri Eishofx Sc before cu-nc closed but 

later on Bishoff woblH "not fire 4 man who were F. ?:.... non but were for 
U. F.;h,<i. wanted to lir.vt; these men fired but he wuidn’t fit that was 
the reason why there was a strike. Ther<i was no trouble about wages then 
and men were satisfied then about contract and vje were told we would got 
hahk pay. 'Jo F.:hA. jjen liked the P.M.A- union t never suspected officials 


. j _ • _ . — L. 0 4- V. ■**r V* ^-1 T 

qo:lii^ cii^' c; ujjujj. ^ ^ ■ — 


r\-r> 1 n r* rtr. A R . 

- “ t?'' 


I did not attend many meetings. Both F.l'.A. officials and non ran the 
union together. I don't know if those P.M.A. ten were guilty or freuaed in 
regard to that bombing locaL U.M.t;. men did not picket Mine B before it 
closed Sc I don't recall of gutting or seeing any paper. But before they 
voted”at one time I got thru the mail from U.M.lh some literature & others 
did too. Ho one ever asked mo to join First thera was 4 men for 

U.M.'.‘, & then they went to six. I believe soioc were iuidy Schrclevious, 
Frank ivustim, Tony Flotch, Dominic Fasqualc, Chas. Bohannon, he was the 
leader of them. Geo. & Emory Jacaway, They never bothered me at all, I 
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REs JCHN L. LEJ .TS, ET Jd. 


2 


7 




never hoard of any parties for Eishoff or 
U.ji.T.'. I never hoard F.H.A. officials say 


INTERVIE./ ’:iTH 
(contirMod) 

thing about the wages but heard of It aroimd 
the ininc &. tho men never conplainod of the wages. I went to a meeting the 
nigtit before the inino closed and they decided that they did not want to 
work iTxth those con who were for U.lhhh I buliave a notice; was put up out 
at rine -0 about that rac-oting. At thtj netting I did not sec any of the men. 

I worked the day of the strike L I did not know there was going to be a 
strike until iatc-r on. There ’.jas no t XK onong the men about a strike 
or aoout- 'r-a ;os but tlioro was talk about not v;orking vith those cicn who were 
for U.lh".'. iThcn nine B closed no one told nt to load anj^ cars short &' 
don't knov; it they v.'er_ loaded short- I never vent beck' to !-ine B after it 
closed ^ I did not go to th- sit don i strike at all. h'hcn the Mine B ro- 
o’jtncd I r -cv^eved a letter froni Eds hiff hy.t I did not go bo.ck to work as 
|||BB|I||HH||H||||H||||||H I 

by secret ballot £: it was a 

goed h straight g1u.-c ten. '..b had a neetin' bofor- wc went down Cl voted 
did not tv 11 us hov to vote L ven said if we \janted to vote 
for wc shoul:.. I vot..d for P.l!--. then. Near the Armor;" some man 

gave some paper but I throw it a’nay. No one ever came to inc and asked 
about joining over to l-.M.'-.l Ednunlson sent a letter before the election to 
DC saying I should vote for U.?M. but there were no threats in it. 



of iiy kncjv^ledgc. and I havf; signed this of 


n^" o'ivn free will.” 


/s/ 


T.'itnesses! 



ipociai *.L.v-nt F.B.I. 
St. Paul, Jiinn. 



}pc ci ad .V n- v-'b t F . B . T • 
Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 7, 1943” 


ilv. ) 


-2U' 


“• v-s ‘j', V V " v'^ r * V ' V 


c 


Q 


■» K r» T7*m * T 

t/utt/i Xj* XOf wl i%J^ 


L o 




iwr:uRviE.: 
dericc on ScDt'^nb- r 


___ Springfieldj 

ITnois, Jga^^jttrv^'SJoa at his resi- 
1943 hj' Special -rtjsjnts ■H|H|||||||^ and ] 

oes not sp eak Englisf^S^ardundersxanas on^ 
j \r. .-> j 0 o acted as an interpreter at some points 

in the iiieervio , only c. '.air coi!ior2’^» He expressed, his 

■; 7 j_llin jicss to He clainod to have no criminal record. 

”Springf icld , 111. 

September 4> 1943 

(ij mmUBBy. st^.tciicnt ircoly and 

voluntarily idcntilied 

^no^scxvcs vo me aj ^ *t> — 

IJo throats or pr'jniSi.-S have b.'cn -:, to .‘Vttiin th*s stcitcr.iont. 


”I presor.tl;. 
it nine B. 


1 ; 


''’’C on 


S'pi-ingfioid, 111. I an employed 

I. 



”I i.’oo born 
come to the United 

"I joined the United Mine ’^'or'xrs ^93^ I joined the 

progressive Hinc ^^orkers of Jiicerica i^hcn 1 to vork at Hinc B. I 

have nev^r held an office in any union. 

"On the dap' th . big strike started In 1937 I "nrint out to the mine 
and somebody said there was no isork so I cacEhorac, I went to the union 
meetings once in a while, but I don’t rexicmber going to a meeting the 
night b'fora the strik... The miners struck at this time to protect them- 
selves and to keep their jobs. 

"iifter the mine reopened in 1939 an Italian fellow and a Polish 
fcllovj came to ire' house'. They wanted me to join the U.lJ.’h and they told 
me that if I did not join the U.n.T.. I could not work at 1‘dnc B. p 

"As I recall I joinod the U.K.’". a ,ain just before the oIgcU^ 
of 1941. One day when I was working In the r±Lne, a fellow known 

came to nr* r >on. ihis was about two or throe days after I j oihed. j 
i*||||i|i|||fc grabbed mu b;' the throat, cursed me and said that . 
he kncw’tha^^S^io+" vote for U.I U.A even tl iougli I had signed up 
U.!:.'\ irhen I signad up with U.K.". WHIim ^nd a fellow knom as^^^ 
told me that I better sijTi up, or I vrmo^Doon a vacation the next ddy. 

No one else talked to me about U,!!.’', 


n/ c_ 


I 


c 


Q 


RE; JOHN L. EET-IS, ET 




ii^tervie::.' tttth 

J rnnt.i nucd) 



“I was satisfied with the P,M.A. when 
I was working in Mine B, aixi I did 
not want to join U.ll,’'/. after the 


TT,-' n. 1 rs,opcncd. **hen I first joined the U.IE.T*. it was a good union, but 
now the U.H.'T. docs not look out for tho members, nor does it protect 
then. Tho P IL«, always looked out for their members. The P.M.A. always 
did tho b-ost it could for the miners. 

”I never saw anyone beat up at JJine B, and I licver saw any acts 
of favoritism by the emmagtraent for the U.M.h. 


dirt;, and tiio company did not clean it up a 5 it snouud ^lavc done. After I 


"In the cloction li'j937 I voted for tho P.i:.h. union b./cause I 
thought it was the b,,st unior'.. In 1941 I voted for the P.'I.A. union be- 
cause. I still thought it was tho .host union, even though I was at tlaat time 


tell Falcctti, uiia suyi,r. 



grabbed me by the throat, I told him that I would 
told r..o f .-'i, I better not. 


"rruvious to my joining the U 'i/.h after 1939, room was always 



a mur.b.;r of the U.!' 


has been read to m. by 
to the best of my know] 


"This st-r.tumcnl 



o^jh^^ndono oth..r typewritten page 
and I state that it true 


/s/ 



"Witnesses: 



" b pa c aa , F . B . I 


"Springfield, 111." 
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RE: JOHN L. IE71S, ET AL 






JiO A 

- ' ij 


IKTERVIE'.': ’.TITK' 



statement; 


v»as interviewed at her home at 
Srjrinpf ield . Il linois on 
Special Agentsf 
■\imished the followd? 


Springfield, 111. 
September 7 , 1943 < 


7 

information tc *^pecio-l ^^;ebts 

knoTO to me to be Spec'^ al Kgent^ o: ii:t- : , x. 


.^.1 T T^a 

fwho are 



he can^t r ^r, arc doesn't understand questions 

~~^?? to r Sprin«ifielr, Lll. and I don’t believe it 

i 5 adv i 3 a o le n o*.v . “ 


TTitnesses; 



Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 7, 1943" 


Agents noted that 
a cane and a wheelchair near hi.ri 
Agents, with the peruission of 
thoroughly understand then and no 
him. 


was sitting in a 


ClicAiJ™ ttiOJ. 11^ 




I was asked several questions by 
and he did not appear to 
uFth'er Attempt was made to interrogate 
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He: JOHN L, LET! 3, ET AL 


i=7 


^ A 




Iwi'JiKVlE.'W jmH 



fwasinterv^wedby Special Agents 
and that 

his residence is • Being of 

jirth he does not express himself well in English. He is 

^ •; onA H+ S Cl ^*01+ tiri rrh+. f.n to 

J, * V- V- Ci L-J, ■ c: u j_i-« ***.*,^_^**w ^ 

those laatters set forth in the following statement if deemed necessary. 
The following stateinent was obtained from 

Illinois 
6 . 19A3 


statement to 
identified them?^ 



n-ikF i.he following voluntary 


i 1 ■» ."s ^ ^ Cl 

Ui / Ui 1 W4. niiWiAi 2 40 w& 


7?p3Cja.l hu- 


'^rLA, 


'ral Bureau of 


Investigation. No th-’oats or induce me 


to make a statement .. l was b^rn 
came to the United States ir 
I new reside a 


bout . 

Springfield, Illinois. 


"I started working in tne mines in^^Hand at that time 
joined the United liine ^^orkers. I have never hel^iny office in a ^on. 
I joined Progressive in 1932 when the rest of the miners joined, but I 
had nothing to do with the formation of I' M.A. I started working at 
nine B in 1935 and at that time the union was getting along all right 
with the company. The men were well pleased with P.li.A., all grievances 
were settled right away. 


"In the spring of 1937 a new contract was to be signed 
but the company didn't want progressive anj-more. There was also about 
fourteen men at the mine who were working for U.K.W. I don't remember 
their names very well, but I knew tlieir faces. They never bothered me 
much, but I knew what they were doing, they were trying to get P.M.A. 
men to join United. However, the men were all satisfied with P.M.A. i 
know th^t some of these men were expelled from 3.M.A. but I didn’t know.: 
they were kicked out until after the strike. 



"I remember after the strike I signed a petition for 
Progressive. I aLso:voted in the got nve 

in a car and took me to the Armory, The 
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Be: JOHN L. LET-IS, ET AL 


h'-) 

y-iD 


iJTTKR^ai:;'" iaTIJ 





I Txasn’t on any picket line* 


’'Tthen the mine opened up I got a letter telTing me to 
c one t o Vs o r k i I think this letter was frora the Federal Coverment, Alter 


’’had been v orking a wliile thre e men came to my house and told me I had 

to oen'K ere VIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIHHH 

old me I had better sign 

job. As I remember this v/as around Kay or June of 1940. I 

signed* up with them at that time because it was hard to get a job and 

I didn't v;ant to lose the one I had at llino B. I didn't vrant to join 
United then, I vrould rnther have ste.y-j'- n'lt'' rrogrc;Ssive_, but I was 
afraid not to join UrM-"'. 


trouble in the unienSj and I have no inforr'ULion as to what caused it. 



«I q’r t I’ine B abo'.-'t ?. mon-^h -rc ^ .d am now working at 
#5, Panther Creek. I r.ew belong to P.U.a. 

"I do not knOT. .<ha+ '’•■'vsvd the strike in 1937, other than 


«Ttd s statement was read to me by Agent 
true and correci *o +h"' "u^ *„v.mory. 



and it is 



b'itncssod: 



i 


Re; JOHi: L. LE<TS, ET AL 


-) 




i.7D 


ErrswiF ' : 



Illinois . •w?,s int er- 
by Special Agents] 


and 


on September 2, 19 



wou 


stoted th't he did not hov^^cr^^nol record. 
a ;i;ood v-Ttness as he does not «t>e%)c or understand English very ^ell. 

furnished the following statenent* 

imu, m. 

2f 1943« 


” 1 , 


nake tlie follovr’.nc voluntary 
statonent to ^ ^ Special 

Agents of the Federal Bureau of forae.i throats, or pronisoo 

have been nade in cot. lining statenart and I know thao Tdiat I may say 

nay be used in a ccv.rt of law. 



*•! was bor.i t.i 


and bocane a na''jura^^e^mia.';n of fro j, S. inHHHp| 
a^ine '‘B“ in about 193& and stop >'.1 ..jiMnn at Ifine 


migrated to the U. S. tn 


I was eroploysd 
Tn Ffeb. 1941. I 


am nov: employed at 
at this nine since 


111, and have been emploj^ed 


”I becane a coal miner i’4fl|||f ivhich tine I becane a nenbor of 
ITi'.T, I X 7 as then employed in coa^aane in Riverton, 111. I remined a member 
of Uir,7 until 1932 at which tine 1 becane a nember of PiA, because Ulfi? 
reduced the wage scale. I took no active part in the fomation of PIA. 

”I have never been an officer of any union. 

"Viliile I was employed at :'ine "B"’ before the strike in May 1937, th-' 
mnageraent at Mine ”1” seened to have been on good relations with BtA,, At 
no tine did the nanagernont of lUne “B" attempt to persuade me to change 
from PMa to UIT.T, 

"I thought PFa vras an honest union and one which would do most 
•■•ood for me. did not force me to pay any unusual special assessments. 

I took no interest in union -activities. 


”I took no interest in the bombing cases. 

"During the time I was employed at Mine "B" prior to Kay 12, 1937, 

I did not see a UM..' picket line at liLne ’*B" nor did I see any UIT.T literattjre 
being distributed at **inc "F*. Prior to the strike cr. Ifay 12, 1037 no 
one atter? 5 >ted to get me to change from Ui'7iV to PliA. 
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U^r JOHN TIC^S^ ET AL 

UlTIRVIHr.’ '.TTH "I did not knoiT of a wage scale controversy In the 

Spring of 1937. 

"I did not attend or know of a raeeting on May U> 1937. 

«0n tJ« morning of Ifay 12, 1937 someone told ne that five miners who 
were members of FUA were expelled because of their activities for 
that Elshoff would not discharge the men. No mention was made of an intent 
strike that d'y. I heard that the men expelled were Andnw Schrelevious, 
Donsinic Fasquale^ Tony Piotch, Charles Bohannon and Franli Austin. I worked 
all day May 12, 1937 a«3 upon leaving the itinG I was told that the nine 
r’.s on strike as Elshoff would not discharge the five men expelled from FLA. 

I did not load any cool cars short that day nor did I see any coal cars loaded 
short that day. 

”I do not rembar if I signed a KLk petition in the Sumner of 1937 
or not, 1 knov; I did not sign a UU7 petition. 

•’I did not knovf of the formation of a new UlfT union in the Summer 

of 1937, 



’’In Sept, 1937 someone told ne Mine "B” was to open, therefore, 

I went to v;ork on the day the mine was to have opened. Only UM7 members 
went into the mine so P.^l members set up a picket line. I acted as a 
picket & few days, but did not stoy at the mine as a picket but a few 
days as I had work to do at hone. No one threatened me if I did not act as 
a picket. I do not know why PIIA stop-«d picketing Mine ’’B". 

”I did not know of an attempt to re-open Mine *’B” In Deo, 1937 and 

Jan, 1938* 


«I voted in the NLRB election Dec. 15, 1937 for P!iA. I thought 
this election was fair and I voted at my 07?n free will* 

”In the last part of 1939 I received a letter from Mine setting 
forth Mine ’’B” was to op en. I went to wori t a fej^a^^nter. Several months 
after I returned to room at 

Mine *’B" and asked ne to joTsHr^^^Slj^id not threaten me. A short time 
later they returned to my room and asked me to join UIT.7. I informed them ( 

I did not want to join UJIV and they told ne they did not need me as there 
vere plenty of UMi7 members at Mine B* During 1940 I saw several fights* | 

In Feb. 1941 som eone cut my clothes up when I was not present. In Feb. 5 

1941 I saw ■■|||■■|■■|■hold^g the door of a small butldinp while someone 
was beating inside the building. On the same morning 
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Rej JOHN I. liras, ET AL 1 

h'l 



st'ted that all the persons in the w'sn nouse had to sign up vjitn Uiiw oy 
Dec. I6th or they would loose their job, 

”I always went in and out Mine B in 1940 and 1941 with three or 
four Pia members to keep frcn being beat by TTiirT. 


notice the results of a fire or any large cava-ins. 

"After I returned to Hlne in 1939 the management did not seem 

to be in favor of .either Tl^k or UlT^V, but the mine did not take the PUA 

dues from ny pay. 

"On Feb. 21, 1941 I voted at the NlflB election. UMW 

man and the Kino "B" bookeeper told me I could not vote as I ^uit iiihe "B'» 
but the government man at the poles allowed me to vote even though 
and the bookeeper objected. So far as I know this election was fair. 

"I an now a member of Pi'IA working at the ^ 

not want to become a member of UMA as I did not want, io b; 1 oTcSu to chang 

from FMA to UMli* 

"I have had this statement consisting of six pages read to me 
and it is true and true to the best of ny knowledge. 


"tThen I returned to liinc "E" in the last part of 1939 I did not 



/s/ 



[HB Special Agent - F.B.I 
Special Agent, F.B.I." 


Titnessed: 


c 




REj JOHN L. LB^IS, ET AL 





.nois, on oeptamb ®r u, iy4i. 


A cents at about 7:00 p.m. went to the residence of 



exp^^ie^t^n^^TO^purpoBe of their mission. He advised that he did not 
know anything about the matter. He was then asked if he would wish to answer 
some queetion^and he was told that if he did not Imow the answers he should 
so advise. ||||||||psaid voluntarily that he would answer the questions. He 
also said he never had been arrested. 


at any time while the men of the PliA were there on a sit down strike, he said 
he did not know anything about the strike, end that he should not have talked 
at all in the first plaje* Ee was then asked if he had been contacted by any- 
one in regard to this investigation, and he denied being contacted. He was 
then told that he need not ans^yer any further questions and that Agents would 
depart . 


he had furnished up to that time. He did so, and when he came to the part 
of the statement where he said that he should not have talked he laughed and 
said he did not think Agents would write thf-t part down. He was told that 
Agents wrote down just what he had said and he was asked if what was written 
down was not all true Just as he had said it, Hg told agents it wte written 
down just like he had said and that it was true. After finishing reading the 
St" tement he ngr.in told Agents it was just what he hr>d said and that it was 
all true. He was asked if he would tell Agents iriio had contacted him end 
told him not to tr.lk about this investigation. This he refused to do; how- 
ever, at this time he did not deny that he had been contacted. 


, No force or threats have been used to 

give this statment. 



Before leaving he was requested to read over the statement which 


The following unsigned statement was obtained from 




Springfield, 
Sept, 8, 194S, 



^Ive this free and voluntary statement to 
Hi 'Who have identified themselves as being 


*I was bom 
pany man ft have been t 



' I am at Kine B as a Com* 
Irst joined when I 
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RE I JOHN L. LEr'flS, ET AL 


A. 1 

¥>' 


cy 




i^RTTB- ‘<‘aTH 


WRs 15 at Illinois 4 I never have been an officer# I had 


been at JefferBOn Mine 


J ^ ^ ^ 1 JT-? Xk 


with P#M.A# there# Up till Mine 3 closed I never heard of 
any trouble between TUk & ELSHOFF# No one tried to make me turn over to 
before Mine B closed & I never heard of anyone wanting to get rid 
of P#H*A* there at Mine B before It closed in 1937# As far as I faiow 
men got along -vith P#M#A# officials# I went very seldcm to PuMJl# meetings# 

I don’t know if P.M#A* men or officials ran the union then. In regard to 
F.M*A# men sent to jail all I know is what I eaw in the papers k I donH know 
if they were guilty or not# I don’t know a thing about money affairs of 
P.M.A# i I don’t think they took out any more than any other union did# I 
don’t knov: if officials made reports of the money & I don’t know if 

they stole any or not# Before Mine D closed I never saw picket Mine 

B & I never saw give out literature & no one asked me to join over to 

U#M*T# I never heard of any parties betwyer ELSH)FF & U#M#»T* It mak©B no 
difference to me 'ivhich union I belonged to just long as 1 got the union 
scale ^ that is all I . interested in# I don’t recall of working 

without a contract at L:\ne B before it closed in 1937 & I never heard or 

+ ^V>ca ^zrCler£3e rt“ 'rrf' ^ tViftrti ^ T 

iiiCV') ux u.iiyw^*cr j:- ui. cs . * <— 

don't remember if I wont to a meeting the night before iiine B closed or not 
as I very seldom went to any meetings & I also em hard of hearing. I 

not at iiline B when it closed in 1937 as I was sick for a few days before but 

I heard about it being closed from other men. I never heard or kn£w of any 
men being expelled fr^ P.liJ*. During summer of 1937 I never signed any 
petitions for P.M./.-. or U.M.;.*. & just stayed home. I never heard of any 
men from lline B going to work at the Jefferson Mine. I never hoard & still 
don’t know why Mine B was closed down. I don't know if I heard about Mine 
B going to reopen in fell of 1937. But I did not go out duhlng sit down 

strike at all. I got a job on P.7^i, k I don't know when that wr.s* I 

don’t know nothing about anything about the strike & I shouldn’t have talked 
at cll in the first place. I ain’t going to say anything more, Kobody told 
me noT xo es,y a thing a I just don’t want to say anynior© about it# I gusss 
I have 8?.id is the truth but I don’t know. I don't want to get in 


what 

trouble or lose my job. 


I just feel that in my bones i that is ell. 


” Sii»- ^ n ffCi F>1 _ Til 
»ept. 8, 1943 


”ln presence of Agents 
affirmed that the information herein was correo 



old 


it to j:.gents. 



Special Agent F.B.I. 
Special Agent, F.B.I. , 


(Milw, ) 

St. Paul, Minn. 
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i?Z) 


IirrERVIEST ^HTH 


.7 



vjqwed ft t hij_JiOKi9__gg_s »pQ^ ^^ Agents _ 
JIIIIII^Band September 

. Ua < «« ftVlsk +‘.r^ lirvfa 

advised he did nox nave a orxzaiJCiaA j-coujtu# w j-o 
^ aa^nH «pea>: English -well. He would make a fair witness. m|m||| 
furnished the following signed statement! 

September S, 1945# 

ttj 11 1,, make the fo llowing 

voluntary whcm I 

knov/ to 'oe Spaoial Agents o^ ike -'edo-r^l B.*reau or investigation, no 
force, threats or pron.ises have been m&de in obtaining this statement 
and I know that what I may say may bj used in a court of law. 


"I was bom in 


ployed by 
been in its^ 



X WU J-4un 

and have 


!• -L ^ _ J_ 

V^DQU-U 


T 1 ti r^-f* TMT J1+, wViir-H ■feime I WlB 

X ^ V* ■«■ 


mining coal in the'^ate I a from time to t^e 

until about -111* I was nofflll^^Sl in 1932. In 1935 I started to worl 
for JeffersoCTSl Mine, Springfield, 111. and I joined BIA during 1936. 

In the first part of 1936 I obtained a job mining coal with Mine 3 and 
I was employed at Mine "S'* until Uay 12, 1937. 



"During the time I was employed at Ulne "B" the management 
seemed to have been cm good relations with PMA. The management did 
not seem to discredit PEa and the management was not hostile in set- 

tiing grievances* mere were hot^ ew jjs.«o wxvow-^w^w 

was employed at Uine 

thought Bia i*as a good union being operated for its memberB, , 
M E RARKTHf^n+LK Mi^T& m&d 0 a^Elnst 1116 « 1 toolc HO aotive 

iiV UAAUOUUX ^ tj 

part in union affairs. 

"I took no interest in the bombing oases. 

’’During the time I was employed at Mine "B" I did not see 
any lifJ pickets nor did I see any lSf.7 literature being distributed at 

the mine. 
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i - 

cy / O' 


ey / ^ / jp 


t 



INTERVIS’'/ \'ITH 


"SocietiHie in April 1937 JAJJES asked 

if I ■was satisfied with the way things weye 
going at Mine ”3”* I told him I was satis* 
fled and he said no more* Ho one attempted 


to convert me frcm FMa to tiff. h. short time before May 12, 1937 seme of 
the men at Mine "B" informed me that AjltREil SCOTJELEVIOlK, EKillNIC 
PaSQU-iLE, pete CaBTER. FRaIX AUSTIN, TUNY PLOTCH. JCttUI SIBTOUT, BiORY 


RiA to UJtf. I saw the above named men taik^jag to different miners • 
but they never talked to me. Bo far as I know the above named men did 
not threaten anyone prior to May 12, 1937, I do not remember if the 
p'br.vo namod men were expelled from Rtv prior to May 12, 1937 for thoir 
activity or not* 

”Durinf: the time I was employed at iiine "B” I did not see 
any off iouls of TMi* 


day Bomeono told me to load the ooal oars short, whioh I did* I was 
not told the roason the oars should have been loaded short* (ki the 
afternoon of May 12, 1937 I was told to leave the mine as there was a 
strike. I was not told the reason for the strike and I do not know 


have not as my bargaining agent* The pstition was brought to my 
home by a reprosentativo of to bo signod. I voluntari^ signed the 


"I did not sign a IBf f petition in tho summer of 1937, nor do 
1 romoir.bor signing any other petition* 

"I knew of the formation of a new Dlfif local in tho smiaer of 
1937. I do not remember if I was asked to ;join or not* 

"In Sept* 1937 I roooived notioo some way that Mine "B" was 
to open so I went to Mine "3" to picket as I heard Hine "S" was openiag 
undeT IMV* I noted as a voluntary picket frcm time to time for about 
two months* I was not present when the pickets were enjoined frcm piok*..- 
Stine* ' ^d it made no difference to m® if RJa v/as enjoined from picketing 



"I do not know of a wage scale controversy in tho spring of 


1937. 


**I do not remember at'ceiiding a meeting of H-iA on May 11, 
1957. I do not knew if I received notice of such a meeting* 


"On the morning of May 12, 1937 I went to work as usual. That 


the reason* 1 did not know of a growing sentiment to strike that day* 
"l remember siting a H*bi. petition in tho Summer of 1937 to 
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roTEHVIEt WITH "I do not renember Mine *’B" opening in Deo. 

rnrngilgmijmmmmmmmm 1938^ but I did reoeive a letter 


IMT and if I ■wanted to work at Mine ”B" I had 
to Join Ulf-T. I paid no attention to the letter* 

**X Toted the li*L*R*.d* eleotion Deo* 15 • 1957 for RiA. So 
far B6 I know the eleotion was fair and ererycne voted as they pleased. 


infnrr.aT:-; on s'jDsaquenx xo that date « 

^■’^'1 perfer RX-k over UUif as I do not like JOHN L* IBTtlS and 
the way V“opera bed as Ubrj is not operated for its members, where- 

as, RaA is operated for its members. 

”l have read this statement oonc^. sting of five pages and it is 
true and correct to the best of my Idowlefige. 



**V?itneaseds- 


”I lost all interest in Mine after I received employment 


at 



'and oan furnish no 



If, Special Agent - F.-8*I. 
Speoial -a^ent, 
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i7 





Tuas Inter viewed at hjg 
\5^^^Tt;5idence , which is 



by Special Agents 

stated he did not l\ave cud 
So faots of instant case. a|||||||||| seens to be an 
intollin -nt individual, but stated he had never pai<^ln^Lttention to union 
affairs and consc-quontl y coLld furnish no infomation of value to this case-. 
It is not believed that|^BH| would nake a good witness for t he reaso n his 


information is rather lii.u. 



iit the time of this interview. 


3xe- 






"Sent. 


6, 1143 
Illinois 


..lake the folloi.ing v-luntaiy st-ateoent to] 
uoth of whom have identified tlienselvcs as bcih^ 

SpcciaJ. rc-dcr..l Bure^-u of Investigation. No tJireats or promises 

h- v,,' been mde to incacc ne to make a statement. 





"I was born in 
I becaine a I3.S 


a boy and joined the U.F. .. in about 


,nd came to the U, S. in 
o. I started mining coal when 


"I believe I was working at Jiinc B in 1932 when the state want 
Pro ,rassivc and at th..t tirje I joined P 'l,.., I have never attended nai^r 
union mi, stings & have never held an office in the union. I never used to gi 
n: iirr n ./c K-'-f'.'iii sn T ?il vfav.'; lived Quite a wavs from the union hall. 

I didn't hc-ve anj'thing to do T^ith the start of HU & just joined because 
the majority did'l I felt tJiat the Hi. was a good union and most of the 
officers seemed to be good men. 


"Since I never vent to many meetings I don't kncf»v artything about 
any discussions about wagv^s.in the spring of 1937, I had heard tliat some 
i.ien who v.’ere in the' Progressives were really working for U.H. .. I don’t 
knoTii the names of anj’" of the men though. 


"On the day of the strike in llay of 1937 I was working as a digger 
in box^ I didn't knen/ the mine was to go on strike, and that day I went 
about Liy job as usual. As I recall it we were called out of the mine a 
little before quitting tirio. I cclx) out of the nine and it was then that 
I found out that the idne was on strike. I hoard after the strike that ooioe 
of the men had loaded their cars short, but I don't knew wh[j,’ they did it. 
lill I knar; is that I did ijy job as usual that da^' and had no idea the nine 

is»n e rmn n f rir> 
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^ 7M 


IIJTSHVIEr.V ”I reneiaber that a couple of Tveeks after 

(continued) ■■ the strike, I signed sone kind oi a 

petition for Progressive, I don't recall 
V'here I si'^ied tliu j:>etition & I don’t renonbor what the purpose of the petit'^cn 
was. I ro.nenb-.r that after I heard our men were on a picket line at the mine 


ill 5^ptCiJbCii 


T T 4- 4'Uc 

^ ( X uj\,L u uv wi'- 


e+ 

V ■ ■ ■ 


nn ni 
— r- 


duty for 

three* or four dr-i^s at first and then I went out later and stayed there until 
the tjarshal came nith an injunction and ,’sadc us stop the picket line. 


"I renember the JiLKB election in Dec. of 1937. I voted at that 
election L as fe.r as I'n concerned there wasn’t a bit of trouble at that 
tioe. Ther-' wasn’t any fighting and nobody threatened ne at ary tine. 

I didn't go out to the nine uritil after the mine opened up in Moveiiber of 
1939. I don't recall wliat month I ■.:ent buck to work, but know that I stayed 
in the Progressives for sone tine aft-r. 


»hs I recall it Bohannon cene out to ry house with a man by the name 
They asked no to join the U!f.' and were nice about it all the time 
T-1-, +Vt" c+ r\f* rrnT n T 1ITV> f.r^l So T 

lUC- ' l./i-'., 4 w fcJ U kAl^Wi r-w* -V- ~ — — 

sirned a nenborship card at that tine. I was nov.;r threatened by anyone and 
I was never forced to join any union, hlien I want bach to work at the 
mine my box wasn’t open & I don't think it has been ^iorkad since. 





"I worked at Mine B until about 
over to yeabody #9. 


I at which tine I changed 


“Since I was always r. nan to mind ny ov.-n business, I don't have any 
definite information as to what caused the strike in 1937. iJ-i I kncffi 
is that thv-rc were some men at the nine who were working for unit-d and the 
rest of the men didn't like it. I an not in position to prove a thing 
though. 


“The above statement of four pages h<'.s been read to no by 
t I wish to state it is true to the best of ny memory.” 


A/ 



“‘..’itncsscs 

) “Special «^ unts, FBI 
) u. S. Dept, of Justice” 
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IJjrERVIHTft’ T7ITH 







X \ 


was interviewed at his 
Ullinoig on Sept ember 5, 
and 



residence in 
1943 by Specia 
ras bom in 

Illtnoi: 

well. 


;an sjjeaK 

and ujidersiand English fairly weir,^t during 
took little interest in activities at Mine **B-’ and did not return to 
work there after the Strike in 1937. He would be of little value as a 
vritness • 


TT_ V.rii^ ^ *nT n n ' 

ne aavi£>eu ue nau 


The following signed statement was obtained fron 


’'Springfield, Illtnoi 
Sept. 5, 1943, 


rn . make 



the follov/ing voluntary' statenent to 
when I knov'? to be Special Agents or tue ieaerax duti 
I make it without fear of threat, force or promise of any kind. 


was bom 

~~where I had conie in | 
a U.S. citneTTin Spring!':' eld. 111. 


and cameto the UaS» 
InflB I became 


"1 first started working in coal mines in 
^^■and inlBil joined the United Mine "fforkers of America, union 

mriing'Tnli|ji* I remained with Ul-HV unt il 1932 . I started 
working in llLne ^^^ffspringfield, 111., in about 

"Die 1932 I joined the Progressive Mine Workers of America 

Union in Springfield, Decause i aia iiu^t xxnt: uxic 

leaders of Ull’: because I did not think they were treating us hon^tly. 

In 1932 they stole a ballot box in an election in Springfield, and 
this is one* example of their dishonesty, I took no active part in the 
p»:^ in Sorinnf ield. 111#* In 1932, ana I 

VJL —4r- — u ■» 

have never held an office in any union. 

"During the time from 1932 Tdien PMA was organized until the 
strike in Hav of 1937, I never noticed any attempts by any cc^pany men 
or officials' to favor either UIi: or FMA and no one ever triea lo aiscreoic 
the FI:a that I can remember. No attempts were made to get to join 

UKT. During this time I never noticed any attempt of the ^ to 
organize at Mine "B» and I did not see any picketing by Uia>. 
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INTERVIEW riT K 
about them^ and not enough 



"I reineaber also during this tine there 
were some bombing cases but I took no interest 
in them other than reading about then in the 
paper and I knoiv, or knew, very little 
to Judge whether the trials were fair or not. 


"During this ..time between 1932 and 7 93V I considered the 
union to be an honest \inion. I thought the Fiji officials were honest and 


T u-i_a d. At,-: 4-t^^ ttta 

J. UJ.U liu l/litr ruji na,iD 

unusual assessments 




"I mver attended any FID meet .ngs vdiile I was working in 
Line "B" because I lived i^^jj||iH| ^ 

not, therefore, attend a on lu’.y 11, 1937, the night before 

the strike. 


"On Kay 12_. 193'^, I went to work in Hine "B" as usual. 

^Ihen I went dov.Ti in the mine sene one said re vrere to load our cars 

short that day, and so I did nou J.o?i mine as full as ether days. I 

noticed that all the other cars were loaded short. Shortly^'' after 

that noon, someone told us we were to come out and so I cane out. I 

kne-v.' vfe were going out on strike but I did not know why. I had not 
heard anything about some Ftlk men being e?rpelled frc»a the local for 
working for I remember sojiie men, Oi.e of whom was Frank Austin, 

quit the PllA to Join UL''-'.', but I never, heard of any trouble over the 

<a 4-rt ortMC' inort ^ Viiirl KoCi'n 1 T 

*_/JLU^ClJ.l Jf VJ A ^ A. UA-) W w MVIaL1_ *♦ ' P**W V -V. ~ ■ — 

knew there was some contract trouble over the wage scale. But several 
weeks after we went on strike I heard the reaon was because the company 
wanted us to Join UI." and would not sign with RIA. This is the only 
reason I have ever heard for the strike. 


"The ne:ot time I went back to nine "B" was about Hay 15, 
1937, to get some vJTJ’ages. The only time I ever went back to Jline "B" 
was in Sept, of 1937. The company then tried to re-open, the mine but 
only^.^ about 5 or 6 men went down and RiA set up a picket line. I was 
in the picket line a few: days and then went home because I didn't like 
picketing and I didn't want to work where they were having trouble. 



ovB at any time tried to get me to Join W3F while I 
was at lline "B". After the strike started in May, 1937, I may have 
signed a HIA petition, but I cannot remember definitely* I know I 
never signed a WfF petition. 
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"I do not know anything about a DIET lAeal 
being formed In Springfield, in 1937* 

"I was in the picket line at 
{line ”B" in Sept. 1937 only a few days and do not knovr why it was taken 
off. I do not know of any happenings after Sept, of 1937 at Mine *>B'* 
except that I voted in an election held by the ‘.-yational Labor Relations 
Board in Dec, of 1937 v/hen HIA beat UIl.'. I wad not forced cr threatened 
in any v^ay to vote in that election and 1 believe it was a fair election. 


JOHN L. LSnS, hT AL 



’’This statement of five p\7eo hr-.s been read to me and it is 
ture and correct to the best of uy kac‘ilO'".gt;. 


(Sii-nod) 


Tit ness 



Spec ial ''gent, P.B.I. 
lpr?:lal Agent FBI,” 
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RE* JOHN L* LETiJS, ET AL. 

who resides at 
pringfield, Illino^*, 
T^honi© hy Special Agents 
was very sooper- 

E-tivfe end it is believed that he^would makd a good witness inasmuch as he 
"-otm, B trnnA im rer T « (1 p ft of’ «nma i' ji't'* 3>ant faots in this case* is 

V5 >JC WL/ m. .»*♦ w -it — r ^ 

born fird sp^e-ks Eiiglish hS5 nc ^nowu crij&ln&l record* 

The follovang signed statement was obtained from 

"Springfield* 111* 

September 7, 1943* 




CO vc'Vjntarily give the follow^ 
Special Agents of 


”1* 

ing statement to 


the Federal Bureau of Livestigation, Ko tiueats or promises have been made 
to cause me to make thi 3 statement* 


"I v:as born 



Ify present add ress is 
I started v;crl.j.ng in the Jav;son Mine in joining 


!?n^T^kerc of amorico at that time. 1 started at m ine B in 

K I returned to in as a 

is tine. BetvToenH^B and^^^2 the 


but Tras discharged early in 

T R+.*i 1 1 hRlnrirt^d to 


kli-Jv end the Mine B officials got along fine. 


"The Progressive Uine workers of /tcorica was formed to get away 
from John L. Lewis, '’the dictator". I attended a moating at Resenror Park 
in Springfield whero the nevf union was discussed but I took no active part 
in its organisation. I never held an office in RIA or IMijA* I joined FMA 
along with all the other miners at liino B. The now Progressive union got 
along swell with Lir. Elshoff. I liked the RiA because it was formed on 
democratic principles, and I liked titc union officials, I attended about 
l/3 of the fllh. meetings. FMA didn't have as many special assessments 

as HtfiA* 


"During the month or two before the strike in May of 1937 about 
a dozen men were "spies" or "organizers" by the HiA members who were work- 
ing out there. These men were: Frank Austin. Andrew Schrelevious, Tony 

Plotch, Dominic Pas quale, Joe Aibaneso. Jimmy Hale, Charles Bohannon, "Bill" 
Sitrout, Pete Garter, John (^©tton) Ananias, Fteory Jacaway, and Horry 
McDonald. Those men were HIA but they were trying to organize for WTiA* 

It was gossip at the mine that Charles Bohannon held a card in Hlf.'i. while 
he was working at Mine B under FLA. ^ understood that a few of the above 
men were discharged but never attended any meeting at which these men were 
discharged or suspended. 
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RE;' JOHN L. LITTIS, ET AL 





”I am not able to recall anything about a 
Trmge scale controversy at Kine in 
the spring of 1937* 


have no knowledge of any meeting before the strike in which 
a strike was discussed. 



been suspended, by flLci# The men talked about going on strike until Uino 
discharged the suspended non. I s.lso learned about the disuiissal of the 
"spies” fron a notice on the Bulletin iscrrc. at Mine B. On the day of the 
strike I cane out on too at noon tc.'rus.. tl-a ceiling was orajking and fall- 


was calling a strike h. -cause the Co^ refused to fire the suspended jneii* 
said that Elshcff flctli ’-efused to fire the men and didn't even 
v.-ar.t to talk about it. As soon as ny _dad came up out of the mine we drove 
home • 


1937. Charles Bohannon f Tony Plotch were officers in this new 'union. 
Charles Bohannon, Joe Albonese, and "Cotton” Manias came to the house 
to see nc and asked me to go to ■work. I said no bo cause I knew I have to 
join Ulf.A. to v/ork with them. 


out of the office with about a doten men. Mostly the "spies” mentioned 

■ er the first men in the 


that UM.A. had promised him 50 men to open the mine - but haoeTOIBWTy 
failed. I ■went back hone. 

“Shortly afterwards some miner camo to see me end asked me to go 
up to Mine B and picket to protect my job. At first we picketed for about p 
week out on the old Jacksonville Hoad for about a week. Later I went back 
and stayed on the Mine B property and stayed off and on until we were put 


ing in my room in Boz 
v.hen about 2:15 I sa’.'^ 
Engine Room where ho ; 
mine was on strike. 




“I remember signing a petition for PWi.i It ■was brought to my 


homo by 



I also believe that I signed another RIA petition 


later. 


"These alleged spies formed a new UMTA. local in the summer of 


"One day I read in the paper that Mine B would resume work and 
I took my limch pail and went out. hhen we got there Oscar Falcetti camo 



urn^ to Oscar Falcetti and gave him 


've done". I remem ber that "Cot ton” 
ice. Falcetti told 


told us not to say anything & 


Ananias got scared and ran into tho office. 
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RE: JOHN L. LE7..IS, ET jLL. 


INTERVIE.'i wITH 


. ^ ^ »+“+■ £M‘rr. 4- W T*£> f 

dX* aijy Ui «. V 


is7 


o 


^7^ 



_AA 1 1 ^ ^ X- i ^■mr> 1 /V-T-k^ M 4 Mini 

Oil oy BUi 

•was that RiA was being put out so that HJfrtt 
could cone in and go to work, After I left 
the mine this time I didn’t go back again 


"I v-tea in the NLRB election which th^ Progressives won, by a 
j^aj-gg majcritv* From the time mines reopened I 


fiirhen I 


”Vihon I returrei to the mire in r,9i^9 I still belonged to the 
Progressives and I pai'^’ .ay duos to therir lifacr vro- returned to work the 
liir.VA stole tools j beat up TtIA members, our m.-n stc.jted getting excessive 
docks - all to get Fu/. men to change over to During this period Oscar 

Falcctti hired Dir:L men v ho Trere inves tigated for loyalty. Ko Progressives 
at all were hired. I '^P right at the Office door 

b’'* Charles Bohannon. Tne interfered •was that the DiTiA men /\ 

were supposed to be carrying guno and the FILl men were n^^a^^nro d to go ^ 
armed. 1 heard that ’’Oudge" Bumgarner beat up 

was beat up in the wash house. I understood th^^^rn^v^^Th^naR^Jr 
beat him up, Host of the mej^^ who were boat up wore old or wee.k 
physically, I heard that 


/: 



was the one who beat up 


"No one throatoned me, beat me, or stole my tools. No one e ver 


^ -L -L 1_ . 


approacnea me manw me 

over ^' 3 TC 3 n^HH|||p|^^ for He 

that Bmgar^^^^d told hiin that if I 

would sign up with 0L:*,A. I told him I Tfould definitely got the I 

but I was only doin g it because I felt sorry fo^hj^^Bggjf I did / 

sign and then fl|||lH^BIwouldn take the job* I plenty ! 

ned but there wa^notn^ig I could do about it* 


"Shortly after that the NLRB held the second election and I voted 


PKA* 


”If I had a free and voluntary choice I would prefer the Progressive 
Union. ^ ^ j 

was supposed to get $5.00 a dc^ for 
orgejiining ou^a^ifxSo Souring the trouble* 

"t have read the above statement consisting of six pages* The 
srmo is true and I do hereby sign ny name* 

(s) 


ill 

mi 


T.itn 



Special Age^, JBI. 
il i 


tial iigent, FBI* 


- 265 - 





Re: Jam L. LS/IS, ET AL, 


C_^ 


V 


\’ 

V 

\ 


WT’ERVIIW VTTH 


’Springfield, Illinois, 



7?a5 LHi^ejr 


_ ^ T ^ A A T 

JUi out: J-iigi xt:xvi vxxxv.^^ uj 


Agenf^^mP^I on September 6, 1943, at which time the following state- 
ment wa^secur^. ^J||Bl|||rt|B reviewed the statement on September 7, 1943, 
signed sane, and ^S!^ne^^^upplemental statenent also set o\it below. 

In addition to the I nfomatiori set o’.’t in the signed statements 
mentioned that on^J|H||HH|m w).o was one of the PHA miners 
a^acke^Ty UE.' men, saw money to CHARLES B0HAN1--C1T and 

others of his group of strong-arm men on the property of Iiine **B". 


"Springfield, jElinois 
September 6, 1943 



to v^hon 

3ur st i g< ■ . 

have been made. 


make the UlL.Tnng >roluntary statement 
knpr to be a Special Agent of the Federal 
on. No force, threats, promises or duress 




'Springfield, Illinois, 
:^reek Coal Ihne No. 2, 


*’I presen tly reside at 
I am employed as ||||HH|^Hb iai 
Springfield, Illinois 

^^egS^woSxng In 

coal mines at the age of 18 years, I first “ined the limited Mine 
Workers of Aiosrica and continued membership in that union mtil 
about 1932 , 

"I went to work for the Mine 'B ' Coal Company in about _ 
In 1932, along irith the general movement, I gave up my membership 
with the United Mine Workers of America and became a member of the 


r ■« 


m_ ^ 

U^Iie MUXitVCJ’D UA lUJICl 


rwT iio t=T IIt ririT*lr ft T*!B 


rrogret^sAvt; 

of America was organized on September 1, 1932. I continued to work 
at Mine 'B' up to Ilay 12, 1937. Ooring the period from 1932 to. 
1937 , to my recollection, there was little or no trouble between the 
employees and the employer. 


•'I was present at the meeting of the i^rogressive Pine Uorkers 
of America on the night of May 11, 1937 when several members of our 
union were expelled, '^liese individuals were expelled because of 
their activities for United Mine Uorkers of America while holding 
membership in our union. As a matter of fact I vras aware of the 
fact that something probably was wrong and that these men were in- 
terested in the Ulif prior to May Uth, because of the fact that it 
DC +hnni»h +.hf>Rp mpTi TTftrp slwavs settine to their feet on the 
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Rer JOHN L, LE^TIS, £T AL. 


M 7 ^ 



floor of mion meetings and causing arguments. I voted 
for their expulsion on the night of Ifey 11th. i 


’>0n the morning of iJay 12, 1937 I -»ent to work at lILne »B' as 


usual and went dovm into the mine at about 7:30 as was usual 

custom, i/hen I went down into the mine that noming I knew that the PiiA. 
Pit Committee had requested the tiine ’3> Company to discharge the miners 
who had been expelled from the night befort.. I also kneif that there 
had been a disagreement between the Pit Comrcittee, our local niion presi- 
dent, and the coal company. TThen I went to work that morning loading 
coal I loaded short cars of coal ttirou^'hcut the day because of the fact 
that I was dissatisfied vdth the coal I v/as especially dis- 

satisfied T/ith the comp^-iy because ij hac net immediately discharged 
the men who were expelled from PUA.. Jt '>/a3 iiy U-.'lerstanding that under 
our contract and extei.Eions with the coal ciir.pany that the company was 
required to discharge members who had beta expelled. I vfas called out 
of the mine approxima c ..y me hour before quitting time by officials of ny 
union, i'hereafter I was of co'urse not employed at iiine 'B' as that mine 
was shut down. 


the mine was shut dovm. I never signed any petition for any other group, 
Uoon one occasion duririg the summer of 1937 I recall having met one 


held at the Armory in Springfield on December 15, 1937 to determine 
the bargaining agent for Mine 'B% I assisted in the election in the 
follovring way. During the hours that the election booths wore open I 
stood by the ballot box and watched the voters put their ballots in the 
box. I cannot recall having handled any of the ballots Hnfnrn thcTr were 
placed in the boxes. I recall during this election that 


left the election hall by a different exit than the door through 
which they entered. I do not recall any men woriting at the election. 
I recal l that a national Labor Relations Board Field Examiner by the 
name ef^H|j||[|B with another examiner, were in attendance all during 
the election and the counting of the ballots. 


» 


I recall having signed se/eral petitions for the PliA. after 



the Victorian Tavern on 6th and Jefferson Streets in 
HB^^JaBBtold me that RaY EDmJSCK wanted to see me. I 
d tdmU^^Ht I did not want to see EDIfJTDSCK . I identify 
as a miner who I last knenr; to be vrorking at Peabody Coal Company, 


’•At the time of the National Labor Relations Board election 



|ju^nam^ of voters from a list. I also rec 
HHBHTas assigned the duty of seeing to it that voters 
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Re: JOKi L. ET aL, 


^9 




IKTEP.Vin* WITH 


jntTxnue 


"After the election tras over the ballot boxes 

c 1X1 XLf t# A.C;; ^4. oiiui luizj uuiuptj la u wiu viii k^o.ux7« 

I, along with the examiners and other PUA men, sorted 


the ballots into three piles, namely those in favor of P1!A, those in 
favor of Uli.( and those who were not in favor of any vnion. Thereafter 
we all assisted ir. counting the ballots and eaoh nan recounted all the 
bslloLs in order to check to see that the count was correct. 

"I wish to here state that to my krovrD.edge there was no fraud 
or dishonest count on the part of anyone in connection with the election, 

"I recall thPt during the =^?f'.:'.'o; CH.-i.RLHS BOHkfrN CJ!) came into 
the election hall and handed an envebp-i to Field Examiner I 

rlri nnt- knnv; v?hAt was •!n thc envelooe . 


"In about S:’pteinber 1937 I be c 'li.:? 



,I recall having had saverai meetings wmun oflidiais "^f 
the Hirie 'd' Cual Company, along with other cornet teemen, obr union 
president and other district ofi'iciaJ.s, 'fhese mootings concerned de- 
mands for retroactive wages due after April 1, 1937; concerned attempts 

+ rv v-io -i ■m+ n T*n j«+ Tri +.Vi iF-i -nro IT! ^ nnH mn r> r» T*n r- H n+.+.^nnt.ft ViaiTtfi 

mine reopened, and werkt-d by members of Pli'- I trjs h to state that all 
of our negotiations, whether v/ith C.lJIL H. ELSHOFF, 

OSCaR PaLCETTI, were of no avail. Their answers to^\^oeSina^<rere 
either evasive or they would put us off, or would say that the times 
were bad, there was no maikot for coal, and ttet they could buy coal 
cheaper t han operate thei r ovn mine. On one occasion, 1, along v/ith 

vent to liine 'B' fo^t^^urposc 
01 negotiation, t7e~sa^XTr3n3!^^^Hi’(U, FR/lIK 
triinnJ.ng t/h8 ^lilcs ' hoofs* I lui8V7 laoso iTiGn t»o bc oeiubcrs of Till.* 

IVe asked F.;vLCETTI vfhy they \fere working and he said that they irere not 
working; that the mine company was giving the old miles to these meti. 

I have been sho'ffi a photostatic copy of an affictivit made before 

ot ary Public, signed and sworn to on J anuar;/' 18, 

This affioaTO^pe^aHi^T^^tfvfTaj^maCTcrs, i wish to state cnac 
at this tinx! I can recall the conversation concerning the old mules 
appearing in paragraph 2 on page 2. The statement there is true and 
correct to the best of ny knowledge and belief. However I cannot 
recall at this time other natters contained in this affidavit, I have 
initialed the back of the thi rd page of the ;rfiotostat exhibited to 
me, along with Special ^>^ent on this date* 
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TTT 


y') 


^ ox> 


TCTERVIE..' \;iTH 



■'ontinue 


"I recall that some five or six weeks before Mine IB* 
reopened in 1937 as an open shop that the comnitteeraan 
and officials of PMk, including myself, attempted to 


negotiate a contract with CaHL H. EL3H0FF but that all he would talk 
about was opening the niine on an open snop oasis • 

"On the Saturday before the mine whinvle blew (llovember 6, 1939), 
LEE BiSELj attorney for the lline 'Bf Coa]. Company, came to the offices 

rjTf +.Vi n-*-. nri n p wVii c^f. 1 P wnil H hi mv nr> the \fcmdav 

X l;jP <ULVj( Ok 'wi V U. ^ W *-* V*-kJ w*»u*hir — r, ^ — — - — » V 

morning, November 6th, and that all employees who did not appear within 
two days wo -old lose their right to a job. 


"I reported for vroik that Jiondry momtr:g and was given ny old 


job back. 


I did not go to work indergromd 

for about aT^eek, I assisted in "ttinr^ the non placed and in making 
up the v/aitir.g list of those men rho had no place to work when the mine 
first opened, The names of the men v.ho had no place to work were put 
in a hat, drawn from the hat, and placed on a waiting list in the order 
d^a^ 7 n. .ihen I went dovm to my place in the mine as a coal loader I found 

~ A. , ..t,, + ,*1^ T 4- -I rM^ 'I C TT Vi T T ro ‘P+ a 1 jnr\ +.Tixn 

X Xjl o uua J WJ.1C j i-mj ^ 

.and one-half years before, I was able to load coal the first day I 
was at work, 

"During about the first part of July 1940, after the mine was 
in about normal operating capacity and after all men had beai placed, 
the Uli^ began to organize on the ^ne*BJproperty, On July 8, 1940, 
after JOE .XB.J^ES£, miY PLOTCH, ■■■■■■I 0}1,RLES BOHfiEH® and 
others had openly solicited LSine 'B' employees on mine property, request- 
ing them to join UH‘S I, together mtj^ thcr membe rs of the Mine com- 
mittee, including ^|0|BiHHiHiiHHIIIillHHHIB protested to OSCaR 
JILCETTI, V/e pointed out that the privilege of doing organizational 
vrork on mine property had been denied to PJi^ men. ^ knew that the UMii — 

i..* _i _i - -1 i ^ ^ V,zm T a 7ta T T v 

men rnsniAiouea aLXJve v^ui-e ^ ^ ^ 

saw i h irnii iiiiiiM piii|i Hlji w'llli rijj'iVji UuDksT X actually pointed 

out to F.kLCETTI men ^n.th application books on mine property. He 
told mcj ’I*m just vforking here, 1 can’t do anything about It^f 

"Except for a few mule drivers and other miscellaneous Illf*’ 
mcai vfho were hired earlier, the company, after July 1940, began the prac* 
tice ^fi£_enpl Dying new men brought to }£Lne 'B’ by BliIJ organizers, I have 
seen flHIilljlillBbring at least eight or ten prospective employees to 
the oTnceTmCSm,. RJLCETTI would ask then for their mining papers 


s ;v 
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KTERVIF.* WITH 






and social security cards# He would then give them 
check numbers and jobs# At one tiine I knew the names 
of many of these individuals and made records of these 


which I turned over to the officers of the district- However I do 


noi^ nave the xeCorCiS at 


UiiJ- o uxmcr CiiJOl U^OJiJiU Li X laa.UJ'w 0 WJ. w 


ployees. During this same period of time I knoir of on^Propres^ve who 


We also 


had a card who was signed up at this time, ThxS was 

signed up one young boy who did n ot have a car d, but whose father was a 
Proeressive. This was the son of 


"L^y of the Progressives -'J'hoF'--' n^r^s I cannot at this time recall 
made applications for jobs in the oifice of Line 'B' during this time 
but were turned down. At one time there was a group of Progressive miners 
from Taylorville who came up every morning ard applied for jobs but were 
always turned down. 


*• About June 28, 194 C 


fwas employed at Jtine ’B* as 


dii caXA 


^r.i anri+.h*iT' a"lT* t?ian_ 


Pre— 


vlous to this time ?h.re «iit had only employed one air man. 
air man at the tlmeVH||I^BHB was eijployed, continued to do the worK 
of the air man. not take over the regular duties of an 

air man but mstea^?en^LnrDUgh the mine from room to roo^^dpl^e 
to place, Air men usually do not go from room to room. 
without doubt doing organizational work, although he never qiq ap-" 
proach me. 


"On July 1 ) 1940, just a s I was coming out of the wash house 
on the mine property^H||||||^^ a Bit/ organizer, came up and struck 

me in the nouth with a resulo of this blow it was neces- 

sary for a company doctor totaJ^a stitch in ny upper lip. After this I , 
blow I ■wish to state that WSBSS^^^ - acrossth^lracks and off j I 

of company property, where^^gav^iim a beating. M|H|H not come ' 
back to the mine for some time and never did actually wort^her^ I 
had reported this incident to FALCETTI. I do not know 
at that ti me did no t return to work, I do know, however, that af a 
later date ■^^^■did return to the mine property and was involved in 
physical vio^nc^a gainst Plff.' men jxist prior to the election In 
February 1941. 


"Upon jDQOr6 on^ ocCcitsiun nht?u uuT uuloxi was having lucSt— 

ings on the second and fourth Fridays of every month at our meeting hall 
on Sixth and i«ashington Streets, men v;hom I recognized to be members of 
UlTf would congregate in front of our hall. Sometimes these Ulfff men would 


fiej JCSU L. LErflSj 


ET AL- 


just stand in front of the meeting hall and ifatch 
-»rho went in and out of the hall. Other times they 
would talk to men entering and leaving, (ki one 

occasion, I believe it was cn July 31, 1940, I saw 

in front of our meeting ’■.all with an open knife, in h^^Sn^^^^that 
occasion the City Police cante and took U^_lm^^avfa^froEj||||^ The 
police were called on the complaint of ^||||[||||P||||^^ 
but the trial postponed from time to time^r'^ia^^^HAELro BOHANNON 
cane to me and said he would pay the cosis of this case if the loatter 
could be dropped. He did pay the costs and the matter was dropped. 


IKTERVIn.i V»TTK 



*Cn another occasion it wa_ necc.csary for me 'to drive PM 
members home from the meetings, and C.UiPlFS BOHANNCK, in his car, fol- 
lov/ed me. This was in the -vtintertime and the car inindow.': were frosty 
so that I could noi see the identities of ohe other men in BOHANNON'S 
car. Hovrever I do kicv? that there v;ere three other men in the car. 

He persisted in fol].o».ing me a-id the police finally assisted me in tak- 
ing these miners ho me . Th.'i s car f c llor re d me aro\ind the city hall square 
several times ix:tll[fl|m||m|P|^^^ v:ho was in front of the meeting 
hail, saw what was nappSii^^^avei^ the signal to continue on and 
then called the police, 

"Frequently on the morning after one of our Plii meetings 
the Uirn organizers who had been in front of the meeting hall the jiigbt 
before would approach Vllt- members and attempt to have them join the 
UK" union, './hen those men would not join numerous incidents would 
occur where dirt was thrown in the PM miners • cars or their check 
numbers would be taken off of their cars. I cannot recall at this 
time the nanes of the PKV men who lost check v/eight tags or had dirt 
throvm inside their cars. I do, hov'over, recall that on two days 
just shortly before the election in 1941 there iirere forty or more cases 
of check weight tags missing from Plli. employees' cars. I do know that 
at this same time on two occasions n^r check numbers were removed from 
ny cars and I *ve never received any pay for the loss of those cars. 


“I wish to here state that some of the UU*' members who did 
appear in fr ont of our meetin g hall included T CNY PLOTCH, CHARLES 
BOHJJNCN, 



to mine, 
that 
I to 

ought to 



ha d a workin g place in Mine very near 
* .i.940fHBH|B came to me and complained i 
to his roo^ana called him a son-of-a-bitch, fj 
[that since that was all that had happened, hej ^ 
go back to work and forge t about it. iJ.nost immediately 
returned and told me ^ mouth. 


On about AUg\;st 
Ihad been 




f 




o 


H© • Li» Lij#/XS ^ i\X* * 


^ 7 cL^ 



Tot to the bottom, to put him on the motor, and see Superintendent OSCiJl 
F.iCETTI and tell him what happened. The next morning I called this 
matter to V'LLCSn^I *s attention, at which time he promised to see to it 


OSCAR FALCETTI, Fine *3’ Superintenderr. , ofi’icially, as a member of the 
PIS5. Pit Comrattee and requested FAJ.t F.'TI :o permit me and ay 'jommittee 
the privilege of condurting orgauiaationol activity on I£.ne property, 

I was particularly interested in tliis and repea-edly pressed the pdint 
with FaLCETTI because of the organization?! &;oi'/ity which the ULIT men were 
engaging in. On each -. coasion FaIXETTI told me that the Plja would not 
be allowed to conduct any organizational work at liine 'B'. This occurred 
during 1940. 


hibited PliA. from engaging in any aorivity at the mine. . However, upon 
no occasion did FaLCETTI base his refusal to allow us the right of or- 
ganizational work upon the basis of the federal injunction. 


held on July 12, 18th, 23rd and 29th between representatives of PMA 
and T-ine ' Coal Company when protests were made by our group about 
the intimidation and coercive acts of UH*' organizers. At this time 
f,!r. ELSHOFF denied knowledge of such acts and said it was against the 


the lane 'B ' Coal Company. This affidavit is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. In connection with this I wish to further 
state that upon one of iny meetings with CARL H. ELSHOFF I told him that 
he ought to go over to the inine and find out what was going on, I made 
this remark to him after he had denied knowing of any of the organiza- 
tio .al work on litne *B* property, I have initialed, along with Agent 
the back of this photostat and it is dated September 6, 

XV43 on one back. 

“l wish to St cite that Agent^mU^as exhibited to me a transcript 
nf testimonv which I fmrroshed on Februa^^ll, 1943 to Special Agent 

of the Internal Revenue Bureau, I have re-read 


that nothxng more would hap 
nothing more did happen to 



After FALCETTI 's promise 


"I wish to state that on more than one occasion 1 talked with 


"Tne injunction issued by the United States District Court pro- 



"I have been shown a photostatic copy of an affidavit subscribed 

of September 1940 by 


. This affidavit perl 



policy of the coal company to permit such activities or any activities 
tending to further the interests of any organization on the property of 
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rn'ERVITt/ »/TTH 


(Continued) 


this statement at this time and wish to here state 
that the infomation contained therein is true and 
correct to the best of ny knowledge and belief. 



init ialed page 10 of this statement, along with Special Agent 
IB, on September 6, 1943. 



be a contract 'Signed at this mine and 1 inight even default the payroll 'i 
I have been shovm a photostatic cop;,' t f this affidavit by Special Agent! 



r. He and I have initialed it under date of September 6, 1943 


in adaition to the information contained in this affidavit 1 wish to say 
that this meetii.g with CiJtL ELSHOFF took place at I'ine 'B' when the 
Progressive Committee was attempting to negotiate a contract' and dispose 


I viish to state that before a hearing of the National Labor Relations 
Board I testified as appears in the instant mentioned affidavit. There- 
after the next day CxiRL LLSKOFF spoke to me personally at the nine and 
let me knovf in no uncertain terms that he did not like my testimony of 
the day before, before the National I-abor Relations Board, 

"Special Agent |j|||[|||||[B|rhas exhibited to me a photostatic 

' n "-ugust 6, 1940 before 
lations Board, and signed 
This affidavit substan- 
nt relative to the dif- 
ficulty of Progressives securii.g employment during 1940 at Erne 'B’« 

This affidavit is t rue a nd correct and I have placed my initials along 
\.lth those of Agent UU on the photostatic copy, and have dated the same 
September 6, 1943. 


miners and i were going to work in my car and my vdfe was driving, CKARLES 
30HANNCK came along in his car, tooted the horn, and then attempted to 
side-swipe the car vre were in, Hovrever he was not successful and went 
on down the road* 


of grievance cases. 
ELShOFF whenever we 



1^1 Fit Committee vfould always talk to 

him and this was one of those occasions. 



"In either December 1940 or January 1941, one day when four other 


- 273 - 


c 


Re 5 JQS^^ L. mas, LT iiL. 


i?-? o 
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■'ontiTiUe 


"About Jamiait,'' 27, 1941 I went to FALCETTTI’s office 
to take up some grievance cases with him, and while I 
was in the office several men came in complaining that 


t t^olE had been stolen. _In the meantime a 'shot finer', 

I tuld .-■£ my too ls stolen so I 

I I I bos s 'out"TT?ere^T? s ee about them. I was told 

not to go Ciovci m tne mine by who I knew to be a 

strong— arm man for and he^saic^una^^ui^^^’fas a warning, 

"The day after ny tools were stolen I decided I wanted to go 
into the mine and see for nysslf what h-ip^jenf. d t^^nj^t^^^^^^^^enterod 
the wash room and was changing my ||H||[||HIHHf ^ 

several others walked u^ to me and UB|U|U caJ^^mJ^asoi^^-a-bitch 

■, j. \ -i-.-T tJ>mi 4-Vk£3\t c;+vVir*lr !□+. Th^ . Vm+‘. 

anc loIq in^ j. couipji tuci tr ^ 

I got away from all of them. I was dress^od only in my unden^ear and 
was bare-footed but I ran out of the wash house and into the yard. 

The ground was covej'i^U irith iso at this tine. I met FaLCETTI in the 
yard and told him 'vn.at nad happened. He toik me into his office 
aiC told the Sheriff to take no ever to the wash house to get ny 
clothes. Under the sheriff’s protection I changed my clothes, but 
this protection >/as then unnecessary because the group had alreac^r 
broken up. 

"The next day I cane back to the mine and some of the men were 
complaining that their clothes had beencut up, so the Sheriff and I went 
into the wash house. I looked at ny clothes and my shoes and everything 
vert cut into ribbons. These clothes were all gathere^^^^^^^ce^to 
the States -attorney's office. That same morning I saw 
ard asked him about my tools and he said they \rere all gone. I told 
nim I had two kegs of powder doiwi in the nine, which I had to purchase 
4-«. T n+'+r--v» 4"VM3Tn T f\r^ mr> . Thn t.^rn koers of t)Ovder 

myt .XJ. y cXLIty J.UJ- 11-Llil krfU O.MV/IV &-L u V J. *uw , • jp- r~ 

were found in ny box in the mine and the company paid me for them. 

"Between the time my clothes were cut up and the National 
Labo r Relations Board Electi on, I went back and forth to the mine each day, 

and not. entering the nine coal loader. 

Board election determired the UlTu to 
be the sole bargaining agerit, I vralked out of the job and have never 
worked at lirne 'b' since. It was ny desire to maintain ny membership 
in PMA. rather than to becone affiliated with UU*', I never attempted to 
obtain membership and instead soty^ht employment in a Progressive mine. 
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’•I have read the above statement consisting of 
fifteen pages. I xjnderstand the meaning of all -srords 
and phrases used therein and wish to state that to the 


DITERVKj^^ 

('■■oiitinued) 


best, of ny knowledge this statement is true and correct, 

A/ 

"".witnessed; 




Special jigents, t'eueral iureau 
of Investigatior.. ” 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 7, 1943 


^_mi|H||||||. sake the following supplemental volun- 
tary statement who I know to b© a Special Agent of the 

Federal Bureau of investigation. This supplementary statement is made 
by tre in view of the fact that while reading my fifteen page statement, 
dated at Springfield, Illinois on September 6, 1943 # I recall the follow- 
ing additional pertinent information \duch I desire to furnish. 


"Sometime in January 1941 and before the 
me in the close quarters between the ^Tinging doors at tht^ntr^ce 
to the wash house. He asked me what 4 got him fired for and made a 
'pass' at roe. I ducked and hit him. Thorealter H|Bp|Kpmd a group of 
Ul!" thugs g athered in t he mine office along vdtt^rierif f ' s deputies. 
At that tirod|||[|||[H up and said, 'You big brute. I came out 

to get you an^ha^^rhat I'm going to do. ' A Deputy Sheriff warned 
him he was making threats and the matter was dropped at that* time. 


LOth 



"Sometime during thcmont]^^fenuary and between the 
and 17t h of that month, 1941,VH||HHA CHaHLES BOHANUCN, 

■ ■ faISETti. CaRL 


reca- 


Superi ntendent' OSC aR'FALCLTTI, UaRL ELSHOFF and I cannot 

whether or nut present, met in the mine office. _ 
spoke up to thc^bov^ieiitioned group on this rooming and said 
local Ulf.Y union had received word from the International Union that 
January 17, 1941 was the deadline for the men in IfLne B to si^ up 
with UHV, and that any miners who had not signed up by that tine would 
be met on the lane leading to the mine. They would be allowed to go to 


te 
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work at the ndne if they could get through the lane 
without having their 'caboose shot off. He also 
said that it could be that there might be another 


Herrin massacre, hLSHOFF spoke up and said that he did not care to have 
anything that kind go on on the mine property, and said he would be 
there the momng of the 17th to see that n.th^ng like that happened. I 
was at lire B on the Morn ing of January 17th and nothing of the nature 
t/iiciteiied took place. Ho'.<ever, I did notice that ELSHOFF 

was not on j that morning. 


understand tlje meaning of all words and phrases used tnerein and wish to 
state that to the bes'". of ny knowledge th'iS stateuent is true and correct. 


"I havte road the above st r eraon', consisting of tuo ^ges. I 


/&/ 



"Witnessed; 


/S/ 



bp^T^'-igents, Federal Bui'eau of 
Investigation, Springfield, Illinois '' 
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INTERVIE*.' VriH 


^fin+.^TT^hR-r A 1 Q/^ Kv aT 



left liine "B” as he feared being injured if he resiained and worked as a 
member of ?lii. He executed the following statement: 


SepteSber 6, 1943 


Department of Justice, 




eraploye^a^the Panther Cresk lUne Spruipf^ldj Illinois a 


iane h'orkers of Amc^^^^^T^^^^^^nerelnafter as ulii". I never 
held an office in any mine union. I worked in four or five mines 
"'.eld , Illin ois area as a member of the inr./ between 
In miH I T^ebt to Tfork in }Iine B, Springfield, 
irkei^continuously there until the mine closed on 
my 12, 1937. I went back to work at liine B in November, 1937 
when it began operating on an open shop basis, I worked as a 
member of the Progressive liine workers of America, referred to j I 
hereinafter as the PIJa, ■i.'hen I returned to mine B in Hovember U 
1939. 1 continued to *.m>rk there until about January, 1941, whanf | 

I quit, ' ' 

”as I have stated, 1 joined the Ulf./ in continued 

to be a member of that union until 1932, In September, 1932, 

I voluntarily joined the Plii v/hen the operator at Itine E signed 
a contract with the I joined with the rest of the miners ^ 

of my free will, I have continued to be a member of the PUA 
until the present time, 

"I feel that the Plia is a good mion. The PILl officials 
and the members of that union have gotten along in a satisfactory 
manner, and I feel that this mion 's officials have handled the 
mion matters prop-rly, I took no active part in the formation 
of m. 





c 



Pc jo:t} L, iiL.’iJ'IS, ET AL. 

7 ip 70 

’’Inasmuch as I do not live in Springfield 
I attended very ferp union jneetings and do not 
take an active part in union affairs. Prior 

to 1932, as far as I know, ELshoff raaintalned cordial relations with UlfV. 
The relations between Elshoff and Piin from Septenber, 1932 to April, 1937 
vrere also satisfactory to the best of ny kno'^ledge. During this period, 
neither Llshoff or Falcetti gave any indication they preferred one union 
over the other. 



“Frora Septenber, , 1932 to April. 1937 I do not recall that any 
Uito. literature was distributed at the r'-.'C or that there was any 
picket line at the mine Junng t;d.s ..erio i hovrevcr, the Spiring of 

1937 there v;ere some p_’t raenbers who vi.ro e.-.^itating at the nine against 
the fhesv men are ramed as foliovi-; Joe ..Ihancse^ Jehn Cotton, 

rtudre\f Schrelcn .jUS, .liiunic Pasquale, George 


or unanias, 

-^r 

L-t.l ^ 


X* 

A J 


John £irtou* 

Tn /-« *1 






1 Ti PVm >*1 r>ci rtTi 


Jar.es Hale, Tony ?lotci\. 


snjrt tiint- before the nine closed in ISiy, 1937, I attended 
a meeting at the Tlik uni^n hall i:i Springfield and as I recall, 
Charles Bohannon, Janes Hale, Cotton ^^nanias and Doninic Pasquale and 
several others v/ere expelled from the PLik as they ‘^vero charged i/ith 
disloyalty to the but I con 't recall the exact charges. I at- 

tended the Pll-i. meeting on the night of May 11, 1937* I learned of 

— ... ^ -i _ J- ^ A ^ . 

LUiii uy v/ur*-i ujl ouu^/ii au ujuf-* Jiu uuia uicuLi 

members were expelled but i do not recall the identity of the men or the 
charges. 


"At this time I heard that the above mentioned group of men were 
co.ntacting miners working at line 3 end trying tc get them to join the 
Uli-. However, they did not contact mo. 

"Regarding the wage scale controversy, I an not fully familiar 
’’ith thi. details of it, but as I recall, Elshoff Claimed his contract 
with PIl. dad not contain a retroactive clause, TEc Pit, officials stated 
that the contract did contain such a clause and I was expecting some 
back pay Tfhic’.i I have never received. To my kno^fledge, Ushoff did not 
take any action to stop the activities of the Ulti orgarazers at the 
mine prior to its closing in .^ay 1937. The PM, expelled about twelve 
to fourteen of those men and asked Elshoff to discliarge them as they were 
no longer members of the union. Elshoff refused. 
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H-'.TSRVIZi WITH 



^ 9 c-^ ^ 7 J3 

"On Hay 12, 1937, I worked >ri.th Andrew 
Schrelevious and since he vras one of the men 
expelled from Plik, I knew that ELshoff had not 
paid any attention to the PI4i. request to dis- 


charge him and the others. I never saw any cars loaded short and knew 
nothing about it, hhen I saw that Schrelevious was working, I loaded one 
car, then quit v;orking and left the mine. 


"I recall signing a Plii, petition in the summer of 1937 but I 
CO not recall ■v/hat it i/as about, I worked in the Plii picket line at 
Ka.no B for fifty-six days and nights. 


"I went to the jcine all thr>.i. tin--E it attCT.ipted to re-open. 
do not recall ho'.' I received notice it ras going to re-open. fho only miners 
Oecar Falcetti h-'Quld let go doirn into oiie nine to v;ork vftre ULP raembers and 
since they did not have enough U;;" men, the mine never opened. These HU-J 
members were men vrho had ror;.>:. rly ‘.rorket. there and wliosc nanos are men- 
tioned in this statement s-.t forth above. 


”]ji ilovenbar, 1939 when th; mine opened, I started irork again in 

Fine 3. From that time on, the Ul’* had organizers in the mine. Sometime 

in 1940^ Charles Bohannon contacted me in the nine several times and asked 
me to join the- UI'.*, but ■*- refused. Later, he contacted no and said he 
expected me to join the iat^r after the rest of the men signed up, I 
told him he would have to keep expecting . Later on, I was in the wash 
house one morning and Charles Bohannon, 

’-x-rc sitting on a bench together, I walked TCrrirontTiT tnera 
called me a Son-of-a-bitch and threw a lighted cigarette in my face. I 
know he did this because I HBuld not sign up \dth the UU;/, I had no other 
kind of trouble ^Jith him, other than this union trouble. I reported this \ 
to Falcetti and he ignored it. I went doTm in the mine in the same cage 

lath Bohannon and as I ot off the cage, Boliannon said he Tfas going to 

soften up my head, ^ I still refusi'd to join the Ul!" and told him 'nothing 
doing'. minur nanec^m|||||[|m^H^was in the cage at this time., and 
heard- this conversation. On another occasion, while I was in the wash 
house 

liino B sai 


(pTionctic), a Ulh' member who was not even ''orking at 
1 ^ 0 's one thing, these men will not be here vary long'. 
I Slid I might be in the mine for some time. I knew he was trying to 
start trouble, and I reported at to Falcet'y., Later, Fh lcetti go t 


and brought him to the of fice an d 
nenbers caiac mth them. 

Fsaid in front of Falcct^TJ 
for Trouble for a long time and you are going to 
no comment and refused to take any action, bhortl 
first part of January 1941, Charles Bohannon and 

in the wash housu 







‘jho were 
aTcmcnt, and 
you have been looking 
get it. ' Falcetti made 
thereafter, in the 
beat up 
he outside 
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of the wash house holdi;<g the door shut so 
fl|l|l|||IK rot get out. A day or so 
to Ph.lcctti with the Pli. Pit 

Comnittee to ask for protection and he refused to take any action. The 
nex^da^^Ij^ent in the^jajjo and found ny shovel nissing and then I went 
to |HHi|P|||H roon. ||||M been a PMi. rntjEibcr^ but had been threatened 
Uli<, having been approached four or five tines to 

join the Uiim, ^Bill^cild m to leave his roon as the UUj v/crc out to get 
ne and he said^^nad been told not to associate iiTith and P?!/. nenbers. I 
cr:h into ■■IjlllllllllllllM room and he Prive me to understand he did not 
want me this tiiacj I felt I would be injured if 

-r J . *t- T_ ^ j_ 

Ji UiAW IIULAltJ, £>0 J. iCi e- » 

"I voted in the I'TLHB election o.i D^-cember j 5j 1937 and thought it 
vns fair in every respect. I voted in the second IliHS election in February 
1941 and felt the election ■vras fair, but the m^n had been made to sign up 
with Uli" before th. Glcc..ion. 



"I want to add that I '.vas further threatened by the 1111/ in January, 
1941 because soue of the UU/ men cut up ny working clothes and shoes during 
the night. They yioro cut up so badly I could not wear them. Tiic soles in 
thi- shoes v/ero cut from the upper part. Several other P^-.. mombers had 
their clothes cut up at the sat.x time. We reported this to the PKk Ttistrict 
Office and later to the States .ittomey's office in the County Building, 


C?,- i vr‘ 


A Til 

- ■ ■ 


"I made tv/o affidavits at the Pl'(n District office in connection 
wit h the tacti cs of the Ui4.< organizers. One of these affidavits concerned 
threat mentioned above. I do not recall rhnt the other 


was a 


bout. 


•♦I knovr Elshoff and Falcctti favored the UIJ» but I never heard 
then say so, and I knew this bccaus- the U)!.i organizers mentioned in 
this statement were s^en by me in the Company ofiico of liino B during 
the Spring of 1937 while I was at the mine. This vras mnusual, because 
ordinary miners do not hang around the Company office. 


have caref uH'-'' read the fully understand the five and one 
half pages of this statunent which contains the truth to the best of 
my knowledge. No threats or promises of any kind have been made to induce 
me to make this statement, 

/S} 

V.'i tn essed; 

s ocial .tcent F.B ..I. 

social ..gentT.B.I.* 
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V 



ano^l^^^mH^onsepteniber 2 , 1943 • It should be noted 
been very cooperative since t he thi s 

investi^at^r^n^has upon request furnished 

Progressive Miners of America, irhidft flgg B66b ol mat^i ax as si s- 
T;n. "ti.c course of this investi^ration to da 




statement, v;hioh he executed, it should be no+cd 
United States, Hovicve^^th^^conv^tior may materially affect his eitixenship 
status. In the event ^[||||||||||[|[||||||^ calloi as a witness, he will be very 
cooperative. To is intcliigont and pr^f-ents a pleasant appoaranee. He will 
_tie able to tes tify as to the facts set ouh in the rollov;ing signed statement , 
«||H^H||H||Khas some original notes ani Tn>jr.orandi. upon which to base his 
roco^^^ions , 


’’Springf ield, Illinois 
September 2, 1943 


"I 

Special Agents 
Investigation, 



make the following voluntary statement to 
tf the Federal Bureau of 



have been a miner f or^^^^Mve ^s , I v ias employed at Mine 

anc 

"a member of the United Mine norkers of Amorica at that Tims since 
when I started working in the coal mines, I continued regularly in my 
employment as a coa^nincj^a^^in^jB^^a^Sprinef^l^^idei^i^ ELSHOFF's 
management until H|HHHH|||||||||H|||^ The 

for iry discharge l^tha^tim^wa^gWci^^OSCA^FALCETT^a^^igaging in 
un^r^cti^ties on the mine property and which, he said, had taken place on 

At that time I belonged to Local Vi^2403 of tho United Mine Workers 
o^AmGrlcaT This local had some difficulties with tho International under 
JOHN L. LE57IS and District !vo, 12, which was undor a semi -provisional 
government. Our local union because of those difficulties was retaining all 
the dues collected within the local itself. At that time we had some 
difficulties with CARL ELSHOFF because he was holding up a certain amount 
of dues that were being deducted from the pay of the miners and would not turn 
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(continued 


Is 9 




ve among those 


it over to the Financial Secretary of the local. I was ac; 
vho tried to straighte n this ma tter out ivith JJr, EL5H0FF* 

emd because I ^as active 

International, my case never h« 
aggressively on my behalf by the United l^tne Workers* Board Kember^ 



It 


^On July 1, 193E 

was during this period th^'.t ill the miner' s "/Jent out on strike pending 
negotiations v/ith the Scale Cornmittee fer the contrect, the old contract 
having expired on ]'!aroh 31, 1332, and it was at this time that JOHN L# LEWIS 
wanted to institute a v?age scale , which T,*as considerably lower than the 
old contract scale* Tnis nevi' wage scale I’^as presented for a referenda vote 
of the miners of the State of Il.linois sonetiir'.© in July, 1932* This 
referendum resulted in the rejec'\;ion of tlie wage scale. It is my under- 
standing that JOHN L. LEVVIS was then called in by District No. 12 officials. 

wVi-ir^W vtP c Anir\iR+, DiiV^nir tKtt 




course of the voting of tho second rcforcnduni; it was apparent that the 
proposed wage scale would again be defeated* However, before the results 
could be tabulated, the ballots were stolen allegedly by LEWIS and his 
followers. LEWIS then declared an emergency and signed the contract with 
the operators. This led to a revolt of the minors in Illinois, which was 
at that time practically ICX^* 

^Therc were a scries of meetings at Spr ini^field, Taylorville, 
Gillespie, Benld and at ether places in the District, which finally resulted 
in the convention at Gillespie and tho formation of tho Progressive Miners 
of America on September 6, 1932. During that timo I was active with the ■ 
movement to form tho Progressive Jfiners of America. 


'*It was in September, 1932, that Local ^54 was organized at 


* .0. ta.«. .. o.p.o.ee. j j 

this mine to see whether they would be Iftiited Mine Workers or ProgroBsivi| 

F^r»-« tm TTn^ nn WnrlrAT-fi - All the rast of I r 


f'^vnT'^r **h.v*^ 


+ n trn TTn^ tr'H nn 




approx innately 450 employaes voted to go Progressive. | 

"Sometime in September, 1932, I had a conversation ^?ith CARL 
ELSHOFF, oimer of Mine ”B". I was meeting with ELSHOFF, accompanied by 
someone else from tho Progressive Miners, an official whose name I oan*'t 
recall at prosont, trying to negotiate with him relative to a contract. 
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had been complotod, CARL ELSHOFF said to me, 
do you think Tiheii this mine opens v.p it will open under the 
•ogresSTVos?*’ 1 said, **1 sure do.** ELSHOFF said, "For your inf ormation, 
-hhi R TTiTn n will not work Progressive.'* I think that offici al was 
presently residing at Springfield, Illinois, at 





** About the middle of October, iiZZ, wc obtained the contract from 
ELSHOFF and the mine opened^ bcinr, work-?d by t he Regre ssive Miners of America 
aff ili at ed 

, ^ sisaa,!???/. 

agreement, 'which meant- t,iat all employcos outside of the DOEscs/naa to oe 
members of the progressive Ifinere of America to work at that mine. During 
this period, the relationship betiivaen the management of the mine and the 
Progressive Miners of America appeared to be good. The mine operated 
regularly and all grievances wore settled in accordance with established 
procedure. 


"During 1935 and 1936 I, along with other loyal Progressives, began \ 
to teke note of the activities of certain mon who wore members of our union \ 
Local 54 at Jiinc "B**. Those men were: DOMINIC PASQTIALE, CHARLES "BCRTLING I 

GRrni** BOriA.N!!ON, JOE ALEAl^SE, alias Sam Catalone, FETE CARTER, A17WM \ 

SKRELEVICUS, JA]!ES HALE, EMbRY JACAAY, GEORGE JACA7IAY, JOBIT SIRTODT, JOHN i 

i'JAIJIAS, A. J. FLOTCH and FRAIK AUSTIN. | 

"The attitude of these men first become noticed in regular meetings ^ 
of Local 54 because of their disruptive and antagonistic tactics, 

"Their activity among tho men at Min© however, became very 

noticeable in the Spring of 1937. The contract which the Progressiv© Miners 
of America had with ELSHOFF as an independent mine operator expired on 
March 31, 1937, A supplemental agreement was signed extending that contract 
until negotiations could be cos^lsted with the State-wide Scale Committee 
by the representatives of the Progressives, At this time these irnsn started 
on agitation, saying that tho management would never recognise the retro- 
active features of any new wage scale that was accepted. These men, namely t 
CARTER, SKRELEVICUS, PASQUALE, PLOTCH, AUSTIN. ARAKlA^n^thers^a^ellow 
s^^sofpoperj^ich they said wore given to them by ^||||||||||||HH|||H 
1^|||||||[||^ stated that ELSHOFF would not recognis^^f^^lro- 

Bctiv^feature^of the contract. They stated that this yellow paper had 
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ls>l c_- 

h')C> 

been drawn up by HM^Kunder instructions of ELSIDFr. At this tiioe« definite 
proof was obtainc^osxSolishing the association of thee® jsen with the 
United liine Workers and five of thorn wore expelled sometiino preTious to 
May 12, 1937, naiaolyj PETE CARTER, ASDREP SERELEVICUS, DOlilNIC PASiJUALE, 

JOE ALEARESE end FRAIIK AUSTIN. I was active, along with other members of 
Local Union ^54, in bringing the char.'^es os'? last those five men which resulted 
in their expulsion from the Progressive liinsrs of America. In accordance 
with tho policy of such matters, it Vifa& ■.-oferrod to the Pit Committee, who 
was to take it up with the Managcirijent relative to the discharge of these 
five members in accordance with tho accepted practice under the closed shop 
contract with the comp-’ny, 

"I did not actively ta’co part in the demands which wore made of the 
Ilrnagemcnt on tho morning of May 12. 1937, I did report to work and I knew 
those men who reported to vork also. In fact, I saw FRAIIK AUSTIN and PETE 
CARTER, I told FRANK AUSTIN that he had beon expelled from tho organisation 
and that he had no business out there, I also met PETE CARTER and asked him 
what he was doing there, I asked him if ho knew ho had been expelled and he 
said, ’’yes.” He said he had to oat and was going to work there until he was 
laid off. I worked that day and loaded at least two short oars. It was my 
understanding that this '<vas done generally over the mine as the miners did 
not want to strike but felt if they would slow down the production scone 
they could persuade the Management to come to their terms and discharge these 
five men without strike. About an hour before quitting time, the company 
stopped hoisting coal. I went to the top rnd fovnd that there had bee^^s 

a israent betv/een the operator, CARL ELSHO^^and the Board Hemboiil|H[|^ 

I am not in position to say whether had called a strike or 

' had shut off production, 

"The mine did not work any more after May 12 for sametime. Pickets 
rsmained at the scene of the mine on tho oil road about a quarter of a mile 
from tho mine until the early part of June, 1937, This was done in order 
to make sure that United Mine Workers did not import strike breaker^tot^o 
our jobs. It vfas during this period that I, personally, saw ^||||H|||||||||Bft 
whom I know to be a United Mine Tiorkors investigator and gun 
that vicinity with at least five other cars full of man, whom we identified 
by license numbers as Individuals from, the Kincaid area where the Peabody 
Mine operated imder contract with the United Mine ITorkors. 
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”A petition wais circulatod by the Progressive Miners of Aioerioa 
of Local 64 during the lattsr part of May, 1537, at which time some 412 
6 i t'» 7 ros were obtained* This was done b<^oause we felt there was going to 
be^an attompt to throw this mine over to Unit;jd Mine Tforkers and we wanted 
to he rc?ady to prove to the National Labor Relations Board that all employee 8 
at that mine wished to belong to the Progressive Minors of Amorica. 


"Although I was aware, through th^ press, that a contraot had boon 
signed between ZLSHOFP and the Unitod Mine workers on or about August 20, 
1937, I did not take any part in the negotiations that went on between the 
Progressive Miners of -f. Ulrica and EL3H0FF at that time* 


”0n or about Sept^ber S6, 1957, I received word that the mine 
was going to open^ I went out to seo if any other members of our organisa- 
tion had been notified to report for work. They had not. In spite of this, 
about 400 progressive Miners reported for work on the morning of 
Seotember 27, I was present with the group cf men among v/hom were^ 

“ ^ who 7Jero talking to OSCAR H^CTTTl, 

Superintendent “or Mine ”b"« spokesman for the Progressives# 

He told FALCETTI that he had his men out there to go to work that morning. 


all Progressive Miners, and OSCAR FALCETTI told the minors that ho had a 

7/1 rtrtl V 

■ “V 


u l_ J-\- J»1 TT__ J 4. ^ J 

CQU’trLl.C^ JViXAlC lAC 

eiTiploy TJnitod Mine Torkors. 


*’lt was at about this time that I rad otters of Local 54 hoard that 
strike breakers were coing to be imported fron Southorn Illinois by United 
Mine 7'forkcrs to operate the mines. Therefore, our men stayed out at the 
jfline on a 24-hour shift to seo that no strike breakers took our jobs. Prom time 
to time we notified the Management that we were willing to go to work 
and that it was not a strike against the conpany. This situation lasted 
up until November Z3, 1937 when the company ebtainod on injunction in 
Federal Court which enjoined us from coming on to the property. 


Septembor , 

"Uuring the early part of/l937, after charges of unfair labor 

Vln fj ”71*^ Coal ConmCLUV 

^2 A A- <A <— U u wu WA ^ ^ — w «. w ~ — — 1 ' W 

a hearing was hold in Chicago, Illinois/ before Mr, LEONARD BAcTORK/ Reglotml 
D ire otorofthoNat^Tn^^abo^Ro^t^n^Eoard^^^^^ad^e this meeting 
T/oret representing 

the representing 
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District Ho. 12 of the United Mine Workers of America, of which he is the 
Provisional Prasident. 

’’During the meeting, H|H|||iP spokesman, produced 

the petitions signed hy the Progressive iilners definitely establishing the 
desire of tho employees of Mine ’jB’^r^elong to the Prcgrossive Miners of 
iimerica, EDMUKDSON was asked petition in that 

hearing and ho told him ho would prescnc iuT petition at tlie proper time. 

^At a later date CHARLES BOiL^ 
on the t)iK was hold in 

did not~'hay^ovcr tw ev.t:; o rtwority-nve 

when EDMUiroSOK came tack he' coE^adtOd trhcm'tmd ■thty'Weht’to'^e TTnited Mine , 
‘iorkers Building and signed a let of names on the petition with their left I 
hand and right hand in any way they cculd change their writing. He said j 
they signed 350 names on there altogothar, I, personally, never saw any 
petition circulated by the United Mine TTorkers and none was ever produced • 
in any of the proceedings which follcred thet I know of. 

”I was not at the mine in Doceinber of 1937 when an atten 5 )t was made 
to open it just prior to tho labor board election. Tho labor board election 
was held on Pecomber 15, 1937, at which time the frogressives won tho 
election by an overwhelming majority by vote of 404 for the Progressives 
and 25 for the United Mine Workers. There -»a3 nothing that I saw that was 
unfair concerning this eloction. 

"A meeting was helc at the Piogressives Ball on the day of the 
election of various members of Local 54. 

”0n January 4, 1938, after the labor board had certified the 
ProgrossivcE as bargaining agency for Mine ®B'‘ 1 started to go out to 
the mine but on being told by some of the aemhors coming back that the 
minpi was closed down I returned home. 

"On January 1, 1938, I becarao a member of the Pit Committoe for 
1.0001 54. It was the duty of this committee to take up grievances with 
tho ilanagoment of Mine B. 



GU told 

Chicego b efore 

TinTn.->fi ET (Tried to 


Rey 

not ^ 1 1 riTi~bt5tl~' 
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"On or about January 18, 1538, I went out with the Pit Conanittee 
to talk about opening the mine. We talked to OSCAR FALCETTI about opening 
the mine and he said that ELSEOFF wasn't there at the time and there was 
no use of him talking about it. Upon our visit to the mine we found 
that some of the men from the United Klne T/orkrrs of Amorio a were working 
there* FRijm AUSTIN, CE.'*RLSS BOEAUUJOIT bringing 

mules out of the mine and trimming the 77e took it up 

with the Superintendent, W. FALCETTI. Le said there wore no wages involved 
and he was paying these men by giving them some old mules. T7c again went 
out to the mino on or about February 16 in an effort to locate and talk to 
CARL ELSH OFF. Ee vras no t thero on that date. However, we served a written 
notice on ^H|||||H||[||^^ retro-active wages due from April 1, 1937 

for each of Loc?l Union 64 worked; that when any men are 

employed at said Mino "B", the company should employ members of Local 
Union 54, Progressive Miners of America, whowre in the company's employ 
on May 12, 1537. 


sav/ 


Ve again returned to tho mino on February 21, at which time wo 

ir. Those present at that time were 

OSCAR FALCETTI 

IS also there. ELSHOFF, after reading our dSttinds wjSch were handed to 
HH|i|bon February 16, said, "ixll right,* He was then asked to Sign the 
roc^^u, ELSHOFF said, “I will see my attorney on the matter," Mr# 
ELSHOFF was also asked to sign tho Progrossivo Miners of America contract. 
Ho said the mine had shut down. 


''in the late summer of 1938 I had still another conference with 
ELSEOFF in company with the Pit Committee regarding the opening of the mine. 
At that time ELSEOFF refused to open tho mino saying that the weather 
would not pormit it. In December, 1938, term as a member of the Pit 
Conmitt:ie srulrcd -.nf X had further contact with tho Management of this 
mine. 
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"After the nine opened again I applied for employmont on or 
about Septcriber 19 or 20, 1940, at -which tirs OSCAR FALC2TTI told me that 
he v.'ould not hire me back. I told him I had a right to my job because 
I -worked there -when it closed down May 12, 1937. FALCETTI said he just 

- -n « V ^ -T-X ^ » 


^*This statemont, which coneistc o'' eight pages, which I have 
road and initialed, recites the expcriencbL and conr/ersaticn I have had 

r\ rk lT-5 ' “T. ** P. rN T TiTf ri rt Trr^ r»'P ^ Vfi 

j ^ J. !.■ V W ^ a. '/ V«W W4- w ■r » » w- 

Miners of America, To 'i.he best of .-ly knowled^'a and ability, this statement 
is true. 


(signed) 



*VaTl^SSESt 



signed) 


Special Agent 


F. B. I." 
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Upon definite inquiry, H|^^^^m^dvi5ed that 
his civil rights had ao^c^^^^Wsred to him since 
his release from the federal institution as a result 



It should also be noted that 

a defiiiilU J &. L ih “>r'ei erring charges against some of the 
•K'ere susrended and expelled from Local £4, Progressive Vine '77orkers of 
America, some before Kay 12, 1937, and sorjo afterwards. 


took'i 
^ who 
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fell ttie pertinent periods relative to this iHTestigation. However, he was 


very cooperative during the interview. He has no known criiainal record. 


to Rockford, 111,, to work. Just before I left, I remember that 

read a copy of the temporary agreement he had signed with the min 

AS I recall there was some dissatisfaction among the men about some back pay 

and that is why the agreement was read to us in the yard one morning. 

had no difficulty in settling grievances and I thought P.M*A« 

WEB O.K, I sfcldcm attended any F.M.A. meetings, 

’’Mine "B” wr.s working only 2 or 5 days a week when I quit. 1 did 
not work in the mines then until Oct, 1938 when I started working at Jefferson 
Mine. I joined U.U.'f. at that time because had the contract for bar- 

gaining rights at Jefferson Mine, I worked at Jeffarson Mine until At went 
bankrupt and closed dovm in January 1939* 



submitted the following signed statement! 


’^Soringfieid, Ill_ 
September 7, 1943 



Special Agents of the I'cderal bureau of InvcstigaxTon^^^othrsats or promises 
of any kind have been made to get me to make a statonent and I do so knowing 
it may be used in a court of law. 


ma^ the follcw- 
HB who are 


«B« 

the 



"I have never held an office in any union. 

"I quit working at Mine ”3” about the 1st of April 1937 and went 



’’’f'hile working at Jefferson I was required to kick In *10 each pay 
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cy 
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and I also failed to get my last two checks. As I 
understood it the reason for the fcO kick in was 
that Kr, BRE^TON had borrowed $135,000 from the 

-n A.^ A-xn;) Wi a WfkVA 

to upwi ^^A*C3 lUAlAO A1.1U W*w 

to pay back $35,000 of this amount and the $10 each pay which we paid in was 
to pay off this loan, «‘>ien I gave $10, I was given a receipt which was sup- 
posed to be an interest for that amount in the Indiana Coal i»ands Trust but 
to the present time I ht^v© received nothing for the emount of money I paid 
in for this scheme, liy father was working at Jefferson Mine at this time and 
he also paid in vlO each pay. 

*1 began working as 1 Mine opened in Nov, 19J9< 

«hen Mine ’’B" opened up at that' time "ffiy faonsr went to work as boss and I went 
to work as a trip rider. At this time whe mine opened on an open shop basis 
and 1 was still a member of U.M.'V, from Jefferson Mine but since the mine was 
on an open shop basis I did not pay any dues to U.h.’V. 


"I did not seo anyone beat up while I wus working at Mine ”B*', 

**I voted in the N.L.R.B, election in Fed, 1941, and I voted for 
U,M, bec-iuse I thought the mr iority would vote that way and no force or 
threats of any kind were made to get me to vote one way or the other. About 
Me.rch 1941, or the first pay after the chock off systaa went into effect I 
quit working at iilne I quit because U-M, • checked off back dues on me 

■^ich I did not think I should pay. I learned thfit there wf.s nothing 1 dould 
do to get this money, paid for back dues, returned to me, so I quit working 
in mines altogether. 

"I hp.ve had this 3 page stataaent read to me by 
it is true and correct to the best sf my knowledge. 



( 
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about unions and Mine "E* and his inability to spaak English. He admitted 
no criminal record and furnished the following signed statement: 


“I had nothing to do with the formation of the new Progressive 
Mine liorkers of nmcrica and don’t knenv how or v/hy they organized. However,. 
I joined the Progressives because everyone else at Mine "B". did. So far 
as I know the Progressives got along oke with Mr. Eishoff. The PliA, Union 
was just the same as UM.J i, b oth settled iny grievencos oke and the dues w'ere 
about the smuen 


held an office for either UITkA, or FKA. I just worked emd minded jny own 
business and know very little about the Mine "S’* troubles* 


suspending some men and the Co. wouldn’t fire them. The men who were sus- 
pended ns best I can remenber wore Joo Alboneso, Dominic Pasquale, Andrew 
Schrclevious, I don't toiowwhy_^ese men were suspended. The first I knew 
of the strike was when ailed everybody out, I don't knew any- 

thing about coal being "^^Ho^snort" that day. 


“Springfield, 111. 
September 4, 1943 


statement ■ 
Invcstigat _ 
this statement. 




*I hardly over attended luiion meetings for either union, and never 


"I think the strike in May of 193T was caused by the Progressives 


*r don't roraember signing any petitions for either FUA or UMriA. 
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in the Set ^cmn Strike at Uine 
because I didn^t like it* TAile I was out there I 
never saw any trouble or anyone from UHriA try to open 
the mine* 


*•1 voted in the first N*L«R.B. election and thought that it was 
fair & squart* The Progressives won this election# I don’t inow anything 
about any etter^pts to reopen the mine after this olection# 


*T>j 

ring the time *111 no was cut- on strike X worked abovzt a year 
on until I got a letter from Hr* Elshoff to come back to work* iJien 

1 went back to kino in 1959 it was under an ”open shop*’ agreement, but 

1 still belonged to the PlilA* I changed back to the Uk.»A because I saw that^s 
what the majority were doing* I don't care v.hich Union I belong to Just so 
I work* I changed to ULInA of ny ovm free v^lll aiid nobody threatened me or 
beat me up* After tho got a majority a second election was held and tte 

UiriA wen. I voted for ULMA at this election because I was already a member* 


“It 


make 3 no a ^ f f ‘ronce t o me y^hi ch uni on X bo long to s 


“The above statements were read to ne by 
ments consisting of two e.nd three-quarters pages (: 
hereby sign my name. 




are 


The state- 
rue and I do 


Tatnessed: 


CO 



Special *'*gcnt, FBI 


Re : JOtK L 




, ISiilS f dXi> 


^7 




\oi 






r|v ^ 


mTERVE;; '-TTH 


field, 



loxs, was Jointly interviewe 


Spring- 
8 reai- 


)eotem ber 7, 1943 by Speci al AgentS|^|IH|||||M|||^H 

j. 5 who apparentij^S^^iCxTe knowledge of 

The^^ter under inquiry* He executed the following signed statement. 


*'Spri„ngfield, Illinois 
September 7, 1943 


mske the fol lowing voluntary statement 
M c vfhom I knovr to be Special 

jeral sSrea^o^I^^Tt.i^auion, U. S- Depa'i-tment of 



nj was bom entered the Tjhited 
States about ano took out my first papers at Springfield, 
Illinois about^^^fc I am not a citizen at the present time. 


"The first mine union I joined was the United Mine Workers of 
.T.merica vhich will be referred to hereinafter as the UE/ . This was 
at the Peabody ’.tLne #6 at Springfield, 111. about 

”I worked at four mines under the UUf af^r I left Peabody 
and before 1 started to work at I£ine 3 :ui 


"I liked the and I liked to work vnder the Progressive 
>;ine ‘.('orker ‘ of America which will be referred to hereinafter 
as Pli.. I Joir.ed the Pii. voluntarily in 1932 and as soon as !{ine B 
went on strike in Itey, 1937 I got another Job. I did not help picket 
iiLne B. I returned to irork at iiine B. in Novembor, 1939__ 

"I returned to ifi.ne B as a Pli. member and two months later I 
voluntarily joined the UM*i. I went to the Ulii' Pit Connnittee and 
asked them for a membership card, I was never contacted by a mion 
organizer or threatened in any way. 


"I did not help organize PI4. in 1932. I never held an office 
in a mine union. I can not road or iTrite, I did not attend many 
Pll. or Uli" meetings. 


"I did not jcnovA any miners at Iiine B I'^io night have been organizers 
for Uliu 


"I never knew that anyone was beaten iq? at the mine. 
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